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6F Apprenticeship event 

With a growing number 
of students aspiring to 
secure degree 
apprenticeships with top 
employers, the Sixth 
Form hosted an event 
where students could 
hear from local 
employers 
about 

their opportunities, and meet our ever
-growing alumni of past and present 
apprentices. You can find more photos 
of the event on our Facebook page. 
 

The event took place during National 
Apprenticeships Week, and kicked off 
with two presentations from the 
Foreign Commonwealth Office Services branch, and 
Nevilles Special Projects. Both employers, based 
locally, offer a wide range of apprenticeships from 
creative to security, to embalming! The second part 
of the session took place in our Sixth Form Hub area, 
where twenty alumni members from local employers 
networked with our students. The atmosphere was 

buzzing and we were 
impressed by how confident 
our students were in speaking 
to our visitors. 
  

Local, large employers 
attended, including Easyjet, 
Santander, Mercedes and 
John Lewis Partnership. Law 
careers were represented 

strongly with 
firms Osborne 
Morris & Morgan LLP, Franklins Law, 
Bedford Borough Council legal and 
global top 5 law firm CMS. For public 
sector careers we had: Georgi, Thames 
Valley Policing Apprentice; Theo, 
Apprentice at Bedfordshire Fire & 
Rescue Service; and Molly, Nurse 
Apprentice based in Bedford hospital. 

  

This event has opened up many opportunities to our 
students for work experience and applying for 
apprenticeships. It has also given them a platform to 
build confidence in their communication with HR 
representatives, whilst also being able to gain 
invaluable advice from our alumni.  

Sporting Successes for Vandyke 
 

Lots of sporting success for Vandyke teams to 
celebrate again!  

Well done to the Y9 and 
Y11 girls who took part in 
the Badminton District 
tournament. Four girls 
from each year group 
took part in the 
competition playing 
singles and doubles 
games against other 

schools. Both teams played really well, placing 2nd 
in their age groups. Well done to the girls who 
participated. 
 

The U15 girls 
football team 
turned in an 
excellent 
performance, 
winning 9-1 in the 
Sisters n Sport 
Football Cup. A game full of superb football! 
 

Runners from all year groups 
took part in the county Cross 
Country event. A huge well 
done to all who took part 
despite the cold weather! 
Congratulations to Jemima, 
Cerys, Jess and Katie, who 
successfully made it through 
to the next round of the ESAA 
Cross Country Championship.   

We also enjoyed stunning performances by both 
Y9/10 girls and boys handball teams. The girls took 
an enthusiastic start and quickly scored some 
explosive goals. An excellent defence ensured an  
11-8 score at half time. Cedars came back on a 
mission and scored some quick goals levelling the 
score. With 1 minute to go, the team scored the 
winning 
goal to 
progress 
into the 
county 
final.  
 

The boys 
had an 
equally impressive match. Strong from the start, 
they continued to extend their lead throughout the 
game. Many impressive goals from the whole team 
secured a storming victory to also progress into the 
county finals with a goal difference of more than 
15!  

 

And the Year 9 
Football A team 
made it two 
wins out of two 
in their district 
league campaign 
with a fantastic 
3-2 win over 

Chalk Hills. Goals from Hayden, Travae and Reg 
sealed a double victory over Chalk Hills, who we 
have previously beaten in the county cup. We look 
forward to our next league games and a semi-final 
match in the county cup. 



w/c Monday 18th March Y12 Internal Exams 

Thursday 21st March Y13 Subject Consultation Evening 

Thursday 28th March 
Last day of term and Non-Uniform 
Day 

Monday 15th April Staff training day 

Tuesday 16th April Students return to school 

Poetry Live! event 

70 Y11 students had a wonderful day out at the Poetry 
Live! event at the Emmanuel Centre in London earlier 
this month.  
 

Students had the opportunity to hear from poets Carol 
Anne Duffy, Simon Armitage and John Agard, among 
others, and they enjoyed a special feature from 
playwright Owen Sheers, who wrote ‘Pink Mist', a play 
we study in Y9.  Our students asked Imtiaz Dharker some 
wonderful questions, making us all 'Over the Moon'...!  
 

Hearing from their GCSE poets helped our students to 
understand and explore the contexts in which the pieces 
were written and brought them to life. 
 
 

 

UPS welcome the RAF 

During a recent Uniformed Protective Service lesson, we 
welcomed the RAF. Students completed team building 
tasks and activities which were used as part of their 
assessment. The RAF team also explained the different 
roles and careers available, with the chance to win prizes! 
 

Students were put into groups and had to use teamwork 
and communication skills to complete a range of STEM 
activities – including constructing a wheelbarrow in the 
fastest time possible with the equipment provided. They 
all worked really well together and demonstrated excellent 
teamwork and initiative throughout the task. 
 

We would like to 
thank the RAF 
for coming in. All 
our students 
thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
activities. 

House Competition update 
 

Things are hotting up in the House Points competition!  
 

 

 

 

 
Pancake party 
The half-termly pancake party took place on Wednesday 
28th February to reward the top 5 students in each house 
across years 9, 10 and 11. In total, 45 students were invited 
to enjoy a spread of pancakes and toppings during tutor 
time. Students were grateful to receive recognition for 
their hard work and achievements. At the end of this term, 
the top 5 students with the most house points between 

February and April will be invited to the next celebratory 
party.  
 

The top 10 students in each year group each week also 
continue to receive a lunch queue pass. This allows them 
to skip the lunch queue with a friend. A big perk for the 
popular Friday special! 
 

There have also been a wide range of interhouse 
competitions taking place around school recently:  
 

Football:  
Zephaniah (1st) Seacole (2nd) Simmonds (3rd) Turing (4th)  
Netball: 
Seacole (1st) Zephaniah and Turing (2nd) Simmonds (4th) 
Photography portrait competition: 
Overall winner was Daniel L, representing Seacole  
German cafe dialogue:  
Seacole (1st) Simmonds (2nd) Turing (3rd) Zephaniah (4th) 

 Fine Artist of Fortnight 

 

Congratulations to Paris on 
her continuous and consistent 
hard work in art. Her active 
participation in lessons and 

meticulous 
attention to 
detail in her 
sketchbook 
have not 
gone 
unnoticed. 
Well done 
Paris! 


