
SUBJECT: Mathematics Curriculum Intent and Implementation 

 

School Curriculum Intent 
Young people leave Vandyke as confident and 
socially responsible world ready citizens with 
the skills, knowledge and courage to thrive.  

 

Subject Curriculum Intent 
To provide every student with a strong foundation of 
knowledge in maths upon which they can develop a 
deeper understanding to help prepare them for their 
next step in education and for life after school.  
 

Subject Curriculum Implementation 
Students at Vandyke start a three year journey with us in maths with the opportunity to extend that over a 
two year A-level course or one year AS-level. This journey has been mapped out to ensure that all students, 
regardless of prior attainment, have the opportunity to be successful at the end of KS4 and, if moving onto 
A-level, at KS5. Both these courses also support other A-level subjects. 
 

Two pathways journey from year 9 to 11 which cater for the needs of students aiming for the higher and 
foundation tier. In year 9, we give students the opportunity to develop their core and fundamental 
understanding of number with parallel pathways meaning we can adjust groups and ensure that each 
student is on the right journey.  
 

This journey is slow and deliberate with a clear focus on developing the depth of students’ understanding 
throughout each unit of work. Time is given for summative assessment which works alongside formative 
quizzes, retrieval starters and exercise book marking to ensure all students have understanding before 
moving on to a new topic. Extra time is given to review the summative assessment and reteach areas of 
development as well as giving students the opportunity for topic specific enrichment activities.  
 

At KS3 and KS4 there is a focus on retrieval activities at the start of each lesson which means that students 
are having to recall previously taught content on a daily/weekly basis. As students start at KS3, we use this 
year to focus on students’ prior knowledge. Opportunities within the SOL for review and reflection on 
previous units also helps supports this. HW aims to consolidate the work that students are completing in 
class. It can then be used to review and reteach and areas of weakness that arise from the HW task.  
 

At KS5 the SOL is structured to allow students to develop their understanding at KS4 to enable them to be 
successful across the two years in sixth form. The focus is then to support students onto further education 
with maths being at the core of any aspirations.  
 

STEM takes a prominent role in the department with extra-curricular activities being available at KS3 and 
KS4. The opportunity for our brightest to engage with a further maths curriculum during  
After-school lessons also helps us bridge the gap between KS4 and KS5. 

Subject Curriculum Impact 
The curriculum is constantly being reviewed to ensure that the structure allows for maximum impact for all of 
our students. We utilise individual units, exercise book marking, unit assessments, learning walks, mocks 
and team reviews to help evaluate current practice and implement any changes.  
 

Students achieve well in maths and the department is performing above the national average with a positive 
P8 result and a positive trend over the past five years. The focus on depth over breadth is key in embedding 
knowledge through the curriculum and we are always looking to improve the provision of maths at the 
school.  
 

Numeracy is a foundational skill for life and the intent and implementation of the departmental strategy 
ensures that students leave Vandyke with the right qualifications and understanding of number that are 
crucial in taking their next steps when they leave school. 
 

Cultural Capital and Careers input 
Maths is aiming to give all students a solid 
foundation in their understanding of mathematical 
concepts on which many careers and life skills are 
based. 
 

In year 9 we use embedded review time in key areas 
such as credit and personal finance to give students 
more practical, real-life exposure to maths. 
Key elements of units are explained to students and 
links to careers are used to engage as well as inform 
throughout KS3-5. 

Cross-curricular links 
Maths is an integral element of numerous 
subjects across the curriculum and we aim to 
provide support to all departments who need it. 
In year 9 we work on the foundational elements of 
maths to help support other subjects in their 
delivery. 
 

The maths department communicates with other 
departments and the SOL is structured to help 
support the delivery of key content across the 
school. 


