
 

 

Y9 ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SUBJECT CURRICULUM OUTLINE 2022-23 

 

Term Topic/Unit of work Knowledge Skills Assessment 

 
Autumn 
Term 1 
 

AUTUMN 1 

(new for 2022-23) 

Identity  

Born a Crime 

Trevor Noah - 
Autobiography 

 

This unit will expose Y9 students to a literary non-fiction text that allows them 
to explore ideas related to identity, oppression and discrimination. It will give 
a wider context to issues of racism and discrimination that they are perhaps 
more familiar with - Apartheid is rarely a subject covered in History. The text 
will help to launch the whole school reading strategy, #readytoreadmore, with 
extracts from other fiction and non-fiction texts built into lessons to encourage 
further reading, alongside a reading challenge. Homework will further 
encourage this as Part II of the book will be given as homework reading with 
an extension to summarise, review and/or use as a springboard for own 
writing. As an introductory unit, the scheme will provide opportunities to bring 
in a range of other voices and sources, laying foundations for GCSE Lang, 
Opportunities for oral literacy as well as improving written expression are built 
in. 

1. Descriptive writing  

2. Evaluation of 

writer’s attitude 

and viewpoint  

3. Narrative writing 

 
Autumn  
Term 2 
 

Voices of Conflict 
 

Pink Mist 

Owen Sheers - Play 

War poetry - various 

 

This unit is timed to link up with the year 9 history curriculum by exploring 
themes of remembrance and various voices and perspectives of war. To 
begin with we have chosen a playtext that explores the experience of four 
newly trained soldiers as they embark on their first tour of action in 
Afghanistan. This unit is an excellent foundation for the power and conflict 
poetry studied for GCSE: introducing students to key concepts such as the 
brutality and aftermath of war on both individuals and their families. We have 
coupled this modern text with a range of war poetry across time introducing 
students to writers and skills to be encountered again and developed with 
GCSE study. As a drama text, this unit provides ample opportunity for oracy 
through performance, debate and group reading together with introducing the 
conventions of tragedy to students. 
 
 
 

1. Analysis of 

structure 

2. Poetry comparison 

3. Speaking and 

listening  
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Spring 
Term 1 & 
2  
 

Individuals and 
society  
 
Tale of Two Cities 
by Charles Dickens  

The aim of this unit of work is to introduce students to the tools required to 
study a pre 20th Century text through Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities. We have 
chosen this text for Year 9 study as it provides a solid foundation of 
knowledge to be revisited in GCSE study in terms of contexts, theme and 
exploration of the writer's craft. This text is an excellent vehicle for students to 
develop enjoyment of reading through engaging plot, character and debate 
together with honing their knowledge and understanding of the tools required 
to analyse complex texts including narrative structure, setting, 
characterisation and pattern . This text has also been selected as it provides 
a rich platform for developing written and oral argument. Dickens also 
provides a wealth of material that provides links and comparison to the world 
around them including morality, power, politics and identity. 

1. Analysis of 

language and 

structure 

2. Evaluation of the 

presentation of a 

character 

3. Evaluation of the 

presentation of a 

key event  

4. Evaluation of a 

theme across the 

whole text 

 
Summer  
Term 1 
 

(new for 2022-23) 

King Lear 

William 
Shakespeare 

Play 

  

 
A new addition to the curriculum for this year is a unit that revisits 
conventions of tragedy studied in Pink Mist and in Year 8 at middle school 
but also introduces students to Shakespearean ideas of Kingship, hubris and 
madness. This play was written in the same year as the student's GCSE 
Shakespearean text, Macbeth, and shares many contexts, conventions and 
themes. The intention of this unit is to build student confidence and dexterity 
with Shakespearean language and concepts. This is a lively unit that uses 
performance based learning to allow students to fully explore plot and 
character. 

1. Speaking and 

listening - 

performance 

2. Evaluation of the 

presentation of a 

character - extract 

3. Evaluation of the 

presentation a key 

theme - whole play 

 
Summer 
Term 2 
Year 10 
transition  

(new for 2022-23)  
 
Rhetoric Great 
speeches 
throughout time – 
Various 
Spoken Langage  

This is a transition unit as students move from KS3 to KS4. The aim of this 

unit is to broaden students’ knowledge and understanding of the world 

through the exploration of a range of speeches delivered by some of the 

most influence people of the 20th and 21st centuries. Students will analyse, 

evaluate and compare speeches using GCSE English language skills. It also 

provides a fantastic foundation for students as they embark on their spoken 

language unit where they write, learn and perform their own speeches. 

1. Language analysis 

2. Comparison of 

texts 

3. Writing to argue  

4. Spoken Language 

 


