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Term Topic/Unit of work Knowledge Skills Assessment 

 
Autumn 
Term 1 
 

 

Lord of the Flies 
William Golding 
Novel 

(New for 2023-24 
My Name is Leon, 
Kit de Waal) 

 

The intent of this unit is primarily for students to read, enjoy, explore and 
evaluate their set text whilst also learning about society, human nature and 
morality - laying a solid foundation of understanding before returning to later 
in the course. Building on the skills developed in year 9, we seek to develop 
critical literary and linguistic analysis skills through close study of this classic 
novel. We integrate key language skills alongside the study of symbolism and 
context. We also seek to build reading confidence, peer collaboration and 
relationships through the shared enjoyment of a text. This text is a great 
vehicle to make links to history, psychology and drama and provides ample 
opportunities for debate, performance and writing to argue. 

1. English Language, 

Q1-4 

2. English Literature, 

Paper 2, Section A 

3. English Literature, 

Paper 2, Section A 

 
Autumn  
Term 2 
 

Character and voice 
poetry – various 

 

The aim of this unit is to develop flexibility and skill when approaching a 
range of poetry in preparation for the unseen poetry sections of the English 
literature course. Poems have been chosen with the purpose of exposing 
students to a variety of voices and forms. All poems in the collection relate to 
key themes linked to the human condition such as: outsiders, strong 
emotions, corruption, family & relationships, power and adversity, the natural 
world and conflict This unit interleaves creative writing skills throughout with 
frequent opportunities to develop their own creative voice. 

1. English Literature, 

Paper 2, Section C 

part 1 

2. English Literature, 

Paper 2, Section C 

part 1&2 

 
Spring 
Term 
1&2 
 

Frankenstein  
Mary Shelley 
Novel 

The aim of this unit of work is to introduce students to the key contexts, 
themes, plot and character of their GCSE set text, Frankenstein. We have 
chosen this text as it provides students with exposure to a canonical text of 
critical importance. This text is an excellent vehicle for students to develop 
enjoyment of reading through engaging plot, character and debate together 
with honing their knowledge and understanding of the tools required to 
analyse and create complex texts including narrative structure, setting, 
characterisation and pattern . This text has also been selected as it provides 
a rich platform for developing written and oral argument. Mary Shelley also 
provides a wealth of material that provides links and comparison to the world 
around them including morality, power, politics and identity. Above all, this is 
a novel that transcends time and is still searingly relevant. This text is the 
‘glue’ that thematically and structurally links our English curriculum at 
Vandyke - it is a text that forces readers to confront the human condition in all 

1. English Language, 

Paper 1, Q5  

2. English Literature, 

Paper 1, Section B 

3. English Literature, 

Paper 1, Section B 

4. Speaking and 

listening 

5. English Literature, 

Paper 1, Section B 
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its forms. By the end of this unit students should have a solid understanding 
and critical appreciation of the text in preparation for revisiting later in Year 
10 and Year 11. We also interleave creative writing throughout this unit as 
the text provides a great platform for developing narrative and descriptive 
skills. 

 

 
Summer 
Term 1 
 

Revision of key texts 
and skills in 
preparation for end 
of Year 10 exams 
Macbeth 
Lord of the Flies 
Unseen Poetry 
(New for 2023-24 
Macbeth, William 
Shakespeare ) 
 
 

Students revisit key texts, themes and skills developed over the year in 
preparation for end of year exams. The focus for this unit is to cement 
knowledge in students' deep memory and to develop key exam skills. 

1. English Literature 

Paper 1, Section A 

2. English Literature 

Paper 2, Section A 

3. English Literature, 

Paper 2, Section C 

 
Summer  
Term 2 
 

Final revision and 
exams  
 
GCSE Language 
Speaking and 
Listening 

 
5 lessons of final revision of Frankenstein prior to MOCK EXAM 
 
The aim of this unit is to broaden students’ knowledge and understanding of 
the world through the exploration of a range of speeches delivered by some 
of the most influence people of the 20th and 21st centuries. Students will 
analyse, evaluate and compare speeches using GCSE English language 
skills. It also provides a fantastic foundation for students as they embark on 
their spoken language unit where they write, learn and perform their own 
speeches. 

1. WHOLE SCHOOL 

END OF YEAR 

EXAMS – 

abridged English 

Literature exam 

2. Spoken Language 

assessment 

 


