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Ski Club 
 
Ski club has had a very successful 4 weeks. In     
preparation for the Italy Easter Ski trip to Seatriere, 
students have been having ski lessons in the Snow 
Centre in Hemel Hempstead. The first group finished 
their block of lessons last week. In this time all        
students learned the fundamental techniques for 
travelling, stopping, and turning. The instructors 
praised their high abilities who progressed much 
faster than their usual cohorts.  
 
The second group started their block of lessons on 
Wednesday and have already progressed onto 

learning how to turn within their 
first lesson! With such fast   
progress, some students are 
hoping to progress onto the 
advanced slope for their next 
lesson. 
 
Students have been thoroughly 
enjoying the lessons and it’s 
has been great to see them in 
a new environment, with a new sense of achieve-
ment and challenge.  
 
Ski club lessons continue to take place until the end 

of February and students                 
continue to countdown the 
days until they are able to 
tackle the Italian mountains in 
the Easter break.  
 
 

Miss Gransden  
PE Department 

Bebras Computing Science  

Competition winners 
 
During the weeks of 7th to 18th November, all year 
10 and 11 GCSE Computer Science students took 
part in the national Bebras Computer Science      
competition. This competition challenges students  
to solve a range of different challenges using               
computational and logical thinking.  
 
Particular congratulations go to Vandyke students 
Evie Olson, Monty Barber, Jamie Sparks, Henry 
Phillips, Abbie Cook and Jake Foxwell who all 
achieved a top ten percent score. Over 300,000  
students entered the competition this year so it is a 
fantastic result for these students.  
 
A number of our students are now preparing for the 
next round of the competition, with the aim of      

gaining a place in the National Finals which are 
hosted at Oxford University. 

Mr Heley 
Head of IT & Computing 

(pictured: some of the students receiving their                   
certificates from Mr Carroll) 

Year 10 Public Services trip to 

Aylesbury College 
 
On Friday 25th November, our Year 10 Public     
Services group completed a day out to Aylesbury 
College for an insight into first aid protocols for 
emergency services. The day began by the group 
attempting to list as many emergency services as 
they could think of, as well as a discussion surround-
ing the National Health Service (NHS) and their                            
duties within day to day life as a key worker. 
 
After a short break, they were split into small groups 
by which they were given a suitcase full of weighted 

vests,  goggles  with  limited  vision, and given areas 
such as a hospital bed and bathrooms. This was to 
simulate being an old person! Using communication 
and leadership skills, the groups had to direct partici-
pants through each area safely. After a quick 
change, the group demonstrated ways to support 
someone who may be unconscious and look at ways 
to provide CPR. Again, using small groups allowed 
some really positive and new experiences to be 
learnt by all. 
 
After lunch, continued strategies for CPR were then 
used on dummies! Dependent on timing and                        
positioning of hands during the process, the dummy 
would light up in a series of colours, signifying blood 
and oxygen travelling to the brain. Once this was 
complete, it was time to depart. Overall, it was a  

fantastic day for Year 10 Public Service 
students with lots of positive and new                 
experiences had by all. 
 

Mr Burgess, Teacher of PE  
& Public Services 

Team Leader – Mrs Strickland 



National ESSA Team Finals 
On 19th November, four of our students travelled to the  
London Aquatics centre to compete in the National Team 
Swimming Finals. This is a very prestigious event, with only 
the top 30 teams in the country qualifying out of the 100s 
that attend regional qualifying. Clara Foster, Sam Wickert, 
Zoe Quarman and Mia Davis made up our team who had 
qualified in the 4 x 50m Freestyle and Medley events. The 

girls held their own amongst 
the best in the country and  
finished 26th & 27th respec-
tively on the day in their 
events; which they should be 
very proud of as one of the 
few comprehensive schools 
in attendance.  
 

Netball 
This term has been a busy one with multiple netball fixtures 
and tournaments in all years, with some amazing results! 
The U19 County Netball Tournament started it all off with 
the team coming together, mostly made of new faces, and 
braving the wet November weather. Despite some excellent 
play and some very close matches the girls finished 5th 
which did not reflect their brilliant performance. We look  
forward to seeing what this team can achieve next year.  
 
The U16 County Tournament team had a fantastic perfor-
mance! With challenging weather and a high standard of 
competition, the girls demonstrated resilience and grit 
throughout the day. A massive well done from Miss          
Jennings and Miss Preston for displaying consistent effort. 
 
The U15 County Tournament was attended by a team made 
up of Year 10/9 students who gelled together from the off, 
leading to some excellent play and finishing 5th out of 12 
teams. Two narrow defeats were overridden by 3 outstand-
ing wins, comprising of 9-0, 14-0 and 10-1 victories. All                   
of the girls played outstanding netball and held their own at 
a competitive tournament.   

This U15 team have additionally taken part in the Sisters in 
Sport National Competition this year, despite some excellent 
play were unlucky to be knocked out by just a 2-point lead 
from the other team. This has been a brilliant learning curve 
for the girls who I’m sure will thrive in the competition next 
season.  
 
The Year 9 Netball Teams have also had their first taste of 
District Netball with fixtures against Cedars and Queens-
bury. It has been great to see so many students eager to 
play and we look forward to seeing how much you achieve 
in the remaining fixtures.  
 

Silverstone 

On 25th November the A Level PE students managed to 
bag their own Black Friday Bargain via a trip to the                  
Silverstone Interactive Museum and the Silverstone Sports 
Engineering Hub Wind Tunnel.  
 
As part of their course students need to know about factors 
affecting downforce and friction in F1 performance, what 
better way than to see the cars and parts up close through a 
mini-lecture and then time around the museum. Students 
were lucky enough to compare wheels that had been used 
by Max Verstappen and Lewis Hamilton to cement their  
theoretical knowledge. However, most students would agree 
the wind tunnel and performance lab experience were the 
highlights of the trip.  
 
Students were able to participate in experiments in the wind 
tunnel and see in real time the data generated on drag as 
well as understanding the importance of technology in sport 
for marginal gains. This wealth of knowledge directly                       
relates to the exam content, with many students expressing 
how grateful they were for this day, improving their                            
understanding of these advanced principles & applications. 
It’s safe to say, this trip may become a regular!  

 

Miss Pearson 
PE Department 

Monday 9th January Year 11 Catering Exams week 

Thursday 12th January 
THE BIG PICTURE Careers Fayre 
3.15pm-6.15pm 

Thursday 19th January 
Year 11 Mock Results Evening  
6pm & 7.15pm 

Friday 20th January Deadline for Sixth Form Applications 

Monday 23rd January Vandyke Voice published 

Wednesday 25th January 
Year 11 Subject consultation  
4-7.30pm (online) 

Thursday 26 January 
Year 11 Subject consultation  
4-7.30pm (online) 

 

Sponsors of the Vandyke Rugby Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local people working for you.  

  

The evening will be of value to all students including                              

those considering applying to university or those looking at 

alternative career paths, including different level                                        

apprenticeships and employment.  

 
 

 

There will be representatives to speak to in the           

sports hall plus three presentations in the Theatre:  

 

3.30pm - The Value of a University Education 

4.15pm - What are Apprenticeships 

               5.00pm - The World of Work 

THE BIG PICTURE 
CAREERS FAYRE        

 AT VANDYKE UPPER SCHOOL 
Thursday 12th January 3.15pm - 6.15pm 

 
 

 

Meet representatives from universities, colleges, training and 
apprenticeship providers, local and international employers.        

This event is open to all students and parents/carers. 

 APPRENTICESHIPS?  EMPLOYMENT?  UNIVERSITY? 


