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Fine Artist of the Fortnight 
Charlotte Edwards - SE10RSW 

 
Congratulations to Charlotte Edwards, Year 10, our Fine Artist of the                
Fortnight.  Charlotte was nominated by Miss Lewis. 
 
Charlotte has been working on a food-based project, exploring a range of 
different artists. She has worked very hard and puts lots of effort into              
her art lessons. She comes to every lesson ready to work and always                
completes her work to a high standard. 
 
It has been lovely to see Charlotte add her own spin on tasks and develop 
her own unique drawing technique and presentation style. 
 
Well done Charlotte! 

Ms Wright 
Art Department 

UKMT Maths challenge 
 
We had some of our Year 13 students and one Year 
11 student compete in the Senior Mathematical                  
Challenge recently. This is a national competition 
open to Year 13 students and below, it is a 60           
minute, multiple-choice Challenge, designed to        
encourage mathematical reasoning, precision of 
thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems. The                   
problems on the Intermediate Mathematical Chal-
lenge are intended to make students think. 
 
 
We had a number of successful students, including 
Henry Phillips (pictured), who achieved the gold 
award and then progressed on to the Andrew               
Jobbing’s Kangaroo challenge where he achieved a 
Merit.  
 
As well as the gold award, we had two students 
achieving the silver award: 

 

George Phillips 
Samuel Holden 

Our congratulations go out to all those who took   
part in the challenge. This is an outstanding          

achievement as they were               
competing with Year 13s from 
across the country. 
 

 
Mr Bowes 

Maths Department 

Guest Speaker 
 
Throughout the entire academic year, Public Service 
students enjoy an array of guest speakers from dif-
ferent public, private and third sector organisations 
and businesses.   
 
Recently Year 11 students met a Global Supplier 
Quality & Development Manager, Murphy Brown, 
who has worked across all three sectors plying his 
trade  globally.  
 
Year 11 students are presently looking at the         

importance of quality and analytical systems, in   
particular the importance of recording work                    
performances, SWOT analysis, skills and training 
auditing and designing Improvement Plans from 
what is gathered by the data.  
 
Mr Murphy exposed students to new and old careers 
that now use cutting-edge technology, some of 
which students use on a daily basis but are unaware 
of, linking it to all of the services they either use or 
will use in the future.  
 
Students conducted themselves well and showed a              
keen interest in Mr Brown's journey, the wide range 

of work opportunity, as 
well as systems and           
new technology that pro-
motes the importance            
of 'continued improve-
ment', regardless of 
what career one might 
choose.  
 

Mr Brown 
Public Services 

 

 



U16 Netball 
 
The U16 netball team played in the 3rd round of the Sisters 
in Sport National netball competition.  
 

They fell short on the day and 
were knocked out of the                     
competition; however, they played 
well as a team in potentially                 
their last game as Vandyke                 
students.  

 
Well done girls.  

 

Miss Preston 
PE Department 

Football 
 
The Year 11B team were back in action this week against a 
competitive Cedars side. This was the first time that the 
Year 11s have played in 2023 and in these conditions it was 
tough!  
 
The boys battled well and played some great football,     
dominating most of the match; however, it wasn’t meant to 
be in the end.  
 
The Year 11s will soon be back in action and will hopefully 
bounce back to their normal winning ways! 

 

Mr Gerrard 
PE Department 

Wednesday 25th January 
Year 11 Subject consultation  
4-7.30pm (online) 

Thursday 26 January 
Year 11 Subject consultation  
4-7.30pm (online) 

Wednesday 1st February Year 9 Options evening.  6.00-8.00pm 

Thursday 2nd February Year 9 Options evening. 6.00-8.00pm 

Monday 7th February 
Vandyke Voice published 
Year 11 Exam week 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 
 

 

Local people working for you.  

Year 9 Oral Health  

Careers Workshop 
 
Sixteen Year 9 students chose to attend an oral health              
careers workshop at Buckinghamshire College, Aylesbury 
on 11th January.  
 
Vandyke Upper School was the first school in England                   
to participate in such a workshop and what a fabulous             
impression they gave Dr. Shivji, who was extremely                  
impressed with their dexterity and concentration levels.  

The students were excited about being given an opportunity 
to complete a filling using all the correct equipment as well 
as hearing about different careers within oral health.    
 
This workshop has enthused many of them to seriously              
consider a career path within this area of health.  
 
Well done to you all. 
 

Mrs Green 
Head of Health & Social Care 

Year 9 German  

Christmas Celebration 
 
On the last Thursday of term before the Christmas break, 
every Year 9 German class learnt about how Christmas is 
celebrated in Germany.  
 
One of the main highlights was sampling German Christmas 
food, which ranged from Spekulatius (spiced German         
biscuits), Lebkuchen Herzchen (gingerbread hearts covered 

in chocolate and filled with 
apricot jam) and Stollen 
(traditional German Christ-
mas cake made with spices 
and dried fruit and filled with 
marzipan). Many students 
came back for seconds (and 
thirds!) and some students 
even attempted a quiz to test 

their knowledge of German Christmas traditions. 
 
One student said “The lesson was rather fun, being able 
to try German food whilst completing the activities was 
very fun and I wish to have more lessons similar to it.” 
A great idea but unfortunately eating in lessons is not             
generally permitted! 
 
In Year 9 German we are currently learning about                  

“food and drink in Germany” and 
our Interhouse Quiz will be to  
create (and perform) a restaurant             
dialogue. Essential skills that will 
be put to good use when the Year 
9s go on their trip to Germany in 
a few months.  
 

 

Mrs Brown 
Modern Foreign Languages 

Department 


