
Curriculum Key Points 2022-2023  SUBJECT: MFL 

Subject Curriculum Intent 

● Young people leave Vandyke as confident and socially responsible world ready citizens with the skills, 
knowledge and courage to thrive.  

 
The y9 French and German courses help students to develop an understanding of the skills they need to practise 
and improve to learn a language effectively and to give students confidence in their ability to comprehend and 
express themselves in the written and spoken language. In French, we also revisit and build on some of the 
vocab and structures students will have covered in Middle School. This enables students to understand that the 
y9 Vandyke course builds on all their knowledge of French that they have already mastered – every word and 
structure they have ever come across before in French is important knowledge for their comprehension skills 
and accuracy in spoken and written French. We also continue the work started during Middle School to discover 
the best strategies for decoding spoken and written texts and how best to approach the learning of new 
vocabulary. We build on the language skills gained so far to deliver an accelerated beginners’ course for German. 
Both the y9 French and German courses cover the topics of description of people, hobbies, description of local 
area, use of key verbs e.g. to have, to be, to do, to go, use of present tense verbs, use of qualifiers, adverbs of 
frequency, use of adjectives, word order, use of connectives, expressing opinions with reasons why. In addition, 
the year 9 French course covers the past perfect tense. 
 
The GCSE French and German courses build on the vocab and grammatical structures knowledge from y9 and 
the skills developed to cover all the topics and grammar expected at GCSE. We continue with our work on 
decoding texts, problem solving when applying grammar rules, translation from and into French/German, 
communication skills, comprehension and active use of the language in spoken and written French/German, 
independence in use of resources, dictionaries, vocab lists, resilience when faced with challenge, encouraging 
more independence and confidence with completing tasks.  Students learn vocab and structures to enable them 
to understand texts and spoken accounts as well as to communicate effectively in the spoken and written 
language on a wide range of topics. These include environmental issues, ethical shopping, the benefits and 
disadvantages of national / international cultural and sporting events, the potential benefits of use of MFL in 
the workplace, traditions, customs and celebrations of countries of the target languages. We aim for students 
to complete Key Stage 4 MFL with the confidence and skills to learn any language in the future, whether for 
work or pleasure, and with a curiosity about, and appreciation of, other cultures and countries.  
 
The A level course for French again builds on the vocab, grammatical structures, knowledge and skills from 
GCSE and we explore films and literature as well as current affairs, politics and society issues of countries where 
the target language is spoken. Our students leave with the skills and expertise to study any language at university 
should they wish. 

  

Subject Curriculum Implementation 
Due to the fragmented nature of MFL teaching across the early stages of KS3 (middle schools), the year 9 French 
and German courses are designed to help students build on their vocab, grammar knowledge and skills. All 
students will explore topics previously learnt and new areas (these will not be the same for all students). This 
will enable students to become knowledgeable in a range of skills and topics valuable for the GCSE and in the 
real world e.g. reading / listening attentively for detail, communicating effectively in spoken and written 
language. The y9 French course is reviewed every year following discussion and liaison with our Middle school 
colleagues to ensure that we build effectively on what has already been taught and know what exactly is new 
knowledge for our y9 students. 

The GCSE and A level courses have been carefully structured to build on prior understanding of vocab and 
grammatical structures and to build students’ confidence in their comprehension and active language skills. The 
order of the topics taught is reviewed every year and resources and tasks are updated regularly to ensure that 
we maximise the time we have in the classroom with students to cover as much vocab and grammar knowledge 
as possible, whilst also developing the key language skills.  

MFL colleagues regularly participate in online training offered by exam boards and national organisations for 
the teaching of MFL and the Team Leader always gives feedback on national consultations on MFL matters. We 
anticipate that our main focus in the next coming years will be linked to the proposed national changes for the 
teaching and learning of MFL and the adaptations to our schemes of work, resources, tasks and assessment 
questions that this will lead to. 

 

 

 



Subject Curriculum Impact 

Student progress 
Progress students make is checked regularly in class through exam style questions, discussions and through the 
formative assessment of students’ written and spoken answers in the target language. Learning walks and work 
scrutinies are reviewed every half term to ensure the department is consistent in its approach, including the 
use of green pen.  
 
Each topic at year 9 and GCSE has an end of topic assessment, this prepares students for full GCSE style exams 
and allows them to show their understanding of topics. In addition, we have regular vocab and translation low 
stakes assessments. As GCSE spoken and written answers are a skill, and not just recall, students are encouraged 
to revise thoroughly so that they realise the importance of revision, retaining information and making progress 
with their skills.  
 
Official results from 2022 show that students in MFL make progress at GCSE and A level at or above that of the 
national level. Examiners’ reports are analysed carefully each year to see common errors across the courses 
nationally, this informs adaptations in our own teaching and resources. 2020 and 2021 results were in line with 
increased progress across both GCSE and A level.  

 

Cultural Capital and Careers input 
 
Cultural capital  
Y9, GCSE and A level topics allow us to focus on a wide variety of differences and similarities when looking at 
the UK and French/ German speaking countries to enhance students' knowledge of the culture, traditions and 
customs of the target language countries. Students also widen their knowledge of the way of life, food, drink, 
traditions and celebrations in the UK through their discovery of these aspects of French / German culture.  
 
Careers 
Within lessons links are made to job roles in all topics, including translation and interpreting, problem solving, 
clear communication in spoken and written language, deduction and inference of meaning from spoken and 
written texts etc 
 

 

Cross-curricular links 
 
There are many opportunities across a range of topics to make links to other subjects. We study Francophonie 
in y9 French, which has links to geography and also history, when we touch on colonisation. At GCSE we teach 
environmental issues, ethical shopping, climate change etc. which have clear links again to geography. We also 
cover the topic of people we admire, which has links to history and media studies, the topic of TV programmes, 
films and the use of technology and the internet with links to media studies.  
 
Throughout the study of MFL there are links to English through the use of grammatical terms such as nouns, 
pronouns, verbs and tenses, adjectives etc and also how to create effectively an extended piece of writing or 
spoken text with internal linking, use of connectives and a variety of structures for expressing and justifying 
opinions. 

 

Super curriculum and beyond the classroom 
To enhance the super curriculum we recommend a variety of resources which are on display in classrooms and 
posted on Google classroom. These include music, films and series, articles online, news items and books in the 
target language to give students a range of extracurricular learning opportunities, which they may find 
interesting. In addition, we signpost articles and online materials in English about MFL and the culture of the 
target language countries to enhance the background knowledge of students and arouse their curiosity.  A level 
students are encouraged to share their extracurricular reading and watching with the class so that we can all 
benefit. 
 
The department has offered regular study visits to France and Germany for many years and we have worked in 
collaboration with the history team when they organise trips to Germany. For many students this is their first 
residential trip away from their parents and for some students it is their first experience of going abroad. The 
study visits allow students to explore the culture, history, food and customs of the target language country as 
well as to practise their comprehension and speaking and writing skills. We are planning to take y9 students to 
Germany in April 2023. In addition, we are planning a joint trip with the Art team to France in July 2023 for y9, 
y10 and y12 students. 
 



We organise a y9 German Christmas celebration where students discover traditions and food associated with 
Christmas in German speaking countries and learn some traditional carols in the language. The early morning 
French classes have a French breakfast every year to celebrate their achievements and their commitment to 
the voluntary additional GCSE course. 

 

Misconceptions  
We explicitly teach “faux amis” when they arise in the topics being taught to highlight to students common 
mistranslations and we explain grammatical structures so that students are clear that the “gender” of nouns is 
not linked to meaning or people. The department discusses misconceptions and changes in language during 
meetings to ensure that these are covered in lessons. 

 

Long term memory 
Within MFL, key vocabulary and grammatical structures are repeated regularly throughout the y9, GCSE and A 
level courses. This allows for links to be made between topics, to enhance students’ long term memory and for 
retrieval of knowledge. Skills and retrieval starters allow students to make links between topics throughout the 
course.  
 
Active retrieval of vocab and grammatical structures is encouraged through low stakes starter activities and 
quizzes to enhance students’ ability to retain information from topics previously covered. Such tasks allow 
students to practise continually key vocab, structures and skills and therefore keep these in their active 
memory. 
 
Written tasks that are assessed formatively and revision for end of topic tests help students to create revision 
aids and to learn the skills needed to revise. We discuss and teach explicitly a variety of strategies for effective 
revision for MFL and we recommend websites with adapted resources for our students such as GCSE Pod, Quizlet 
etc. These end of topic writing and speaking assessments, as well as y10 and y11 mocks, also allow students the 
opportunities to go back over prior learning; this is aided by weekly after school revision sessions run for year 
11 students.  

 


