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Uniformed Protective Services 

trip to Ivinghoe  
 
On 23rd November, the uniformed protective               
services students completed a day out trek to                        
Ivinghoe Beacon to practice our expedition skills 
where teamwork, leadership, communication and 
cooking were also demonstrated.  
 
We started out having to split into groups (two 
teams) and practice the phonetic alphabet. We 
would use the radios and write down what we heard. 
This enhanced our communication and listening 
skills.  We then had to do orienteering and follow the 
map to navigate us around Ivinghoe Beacon and 

swap the main rucksack around every half an hour. 
We additionally had to take note of any changes 
throughout the day and record this information as 
well as carrying out tasks. This would give us extra 
points and kept us alert and tested our observation 
skills, and knowledge of the phonetic alphabet which 
we have been learning in our lessons. 
 
Lunch time came and we had to use the stoves      
to cook lunch. People brought pot noodles, hot    
chocolate and even gravy as a hot drink. To do this 
we had to travel up the hill and retrieve a jug of           
water to use from the school bus. Overall, the trip 
was fantastic and it certainly tired us all out. 

 
Jamie Bolam  

Year 13 
 
 

Public Services 
Team Leader 

 Mrs Strickland 

SMILE week 
 
The week beginning Monday 28th November was 
Vandyke's annual Smile Malawi week, in which the 
Sixth Form dress up, choreograph events and the 
teachers get pied! The dress up categories, chosen 
by the Sixth Form events committee, were;             
monochrome Monday, TV and film Tuesday, Wild 
West Wednesday, Childhood dreams Thursday and 
Pyjama Friday.  All days were a hit, with inventive 
costumes from all Sixth Form students and                
teachers.  
 
After a conversation with the head of Sixth Form, 
Mrs Quinn, I discovered more about the background 
of Smile Malawi. The money raised in past years 
has gone towards the orphanage's staff salaries, 
new buildings, such as a toilet block, and last year a 
heart operation for an aspiring young doctor. Mrs 
Quinn spoke about how Smile week helps students 
at Vandyke ‘Think of others who are less           
fortunate than themselves’ . Also, how ‘the week 
brings together the school as a community as it 
leads to students working together - especially 
the Sixth Form student team who learn how to 

manage events, which takes great commitment 
and responsibility. Vandyke will continue           
working with Smile Malawi and run smile week 
for as long as the charity needs our support’.  
 
I learnt how this charity was founded by Elspeth 
Baecke after witnessing the help necessary for 
the children in Malawi, ‘she is a woman who               
juggles a lot and has helped many’. Elspeth will 
come to Vandyke to collect the cheque and thank 
students for their hard work in raising money, which 
every year is highly appreciated. 
 
Just one of the many events organised by the Sixth 
Form team was Vandyke’s Got Talent, held on 
Wednesday 30th November. Open to all, with a 
strong turnout, the show raised plenty for Smile   
Malawi and was a chance for Vandyke to show its 
wide array of musicians. Acts included solo artists 
and bands from all years who showed courage    
taking to the stage for the charity. The winner, voted 
by the crowd, was Miles Ellington-Reason - Year 
11, who wowed with his guitar performance and 
singing, highlighting the talent at Vandyke school.  
 

Smile Malawi week ended with       
congratulations from headteacher, Mr 
Carroll, towards the Sixth Form who 
stepped up and took every opportunity 
to raise money for this fantastic cause. 

 
 

Megan Groves, Year 12  
Vandyke voice reporter  



Friday 16th December  End of term 

Wednesday 4th January Students return to school 

Monday 9th January 
Vandyke Voice Published 
Year 11 Catering Exams week 

Thursday 19th January Year 11 Mock Results Evening 6pm & 7.15pm) 

 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 

 

Local people working for you.  

Get social with Vandyke! 
 
Vandyke has recently launched a brand new Facebook page. Alongside our Twitter and 
Instagram pages, the new page allows us to connect with students, parents and the wider 
community. The page features our latest news and updates, upcoming events and perfor-

mances, albums of photographs from school trips and events, and generally gives a glimpse of what 
daily life is like at Vandyke. 
 
To follow our Facebook page, please visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/people/Vandyke-Upper-School/100086747497688/ or scan this QR code.  
 
 

Thanks for connecting with us. 

Guest speaker from the Metropolitan 

Police - Armed Police Officer 
 
This month we had a visit from a police officer who works in 
the armed police section in the Met. Students learned about 
the role of the armed police officer and the ongoing health 
and fitness tests that are required for this specific role in the 
police.  
 
The police officer explained the equipment he is trained to 
carry; such as a taser, rifle, baton, radios and handcuffs. 
Many examples were given which students can link to the 
theory aspects of their course, such as the importance of 
teamwork and looking after your colleagues, the importance 
of communication and the different types of health and           
fitness training and equipment used for public order,               
aspects of the law, leading a team and other roles in the 
police force.  
 
Students had the opportunity to hold the police vest, which 

was extremely heavy. It gave them an understanding of why 
the fitness tests are harder than the initial police entry         
requirements and why there are regular tests for this             
specialist role.  
 

Guest speaker from the Metropolitan 

Police – Dog Handler 
 
In Public Services we have had a plethora of guest speak-
ers visit this term. This month we also had a visit from a dog 
handler. The dog is trained to search for explosives. The 
students loved watching the dog work for a tennis ball.  She 
had to search and find the hidden tennis ball. Students had 
the opportunity to stroke the dog and a couple had a go at 
hiding the ball. The dog sniffed around the room and found 
the ball hidden inside a box in a matter of seconds.  It is 
fantastic to learn about the different roles that students 
could do as a career. 

Mrs Strickland 
Team Leader of Public Services 

Last Day of Term 
 
The last day of term is Friday 16th 
December. School will finish early 
and the day will be as follows: 
 
 Period 1 & 2 and break as normal 
 Year 12 will leave at break 
 Year 13 assembly in the theatre 

at break then leave at 11.30 
 Period 3 will be a Tutor Period for 

Years 9 - 11 
 Years 9 - 11 depart at 12.15pm 
 
Buses are coming early. 
 

Vandyke Christmas Card 
 
Our Year 9 and 10 creative club attendees were briefed on the task to create a 

Christmas card that is shared with the wider Vandyke 
school community. With the help of Lorraine, our  
technician in art, who kindly helped set up a range           
of objects and scenes to help students take their          
photographs, students got to work in groups to               
produce a series of photos that summarised the           
festive period.  
 
All students submitted an excellent range of                           
photographs and the winning photo selected was by 
Year 9 students Kayla Johnson and Olivia Olleson, 
who demonstrated excellent teamwork. 
 

Mrs Lewis, Head of Art 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Vandyke-Upper-School/100086747497688/

