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London 2022  

A day in the Big City  
 
160 Year 11s and 28 Year 13 Geography students 
descended on the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
over 3 days to investigate regeneration successes 
within London.  
 
The park is now one of the most researched         
locations in Europe and was extremely popular with 
other schools there during our visit. This has meant 
we have adapted our locations and investigations          
to allow students to complete the fieldwork                        
requirements for the exam, have a nice day and               
not frustrate local residents with their investigations!  
 
As always students were impeccably well behaved 

and carried out the fieldwork investigation with           
enthusiasm, retrieving lots of prior learning on the 
topic. The favourite part of the day is always 
lunchtime where students can sample an array of 
fast food takeaway venues. Combined with an             
afternoon play on the large play park near the West 
Ham stadium and a traffic free journey home;                
everyone had a fantastic time.  
 
Students decided the regeneration has been a           
success and they would happily live in the area; for 
some this could be a reality with the new media and 
creative arts campus for UCL being built on the East 
Bank.  
 
A fantastic three days Year 11. Well done. 
 

The Geography Team  

BRONZE Duke of Edinburgh 

AWARD 
Training/Practice Expedition 

 

The start of October brought a busy weekend for our 
newest Duke of Edinburgh participants; 92 students 
from Year 10 took part in two days of activities. 

 

On Saturday, teams were introduced to key camp-
craft and expedition skills as they made their way 
around an 8-station training carousel within school. 
The training sessions included putting up tents, 
cooking on a Trangia stove, map work, first aid, the 

Countryside Code, road 
safety, expedition food & 
hydration and packing a 
rucksack. Team evening 
meals were cooked on the 
Trangia stoves before a 
campfire and marshmal-
lows were enjoyed and 
camping on the school 
field.   

 

It was an early start on 
Sunday,  but  we  were all 

relieved to  wake  up to dry conditions and another 
beautiful autumnal day.  

 

Teams completed circuit routes in the local area     
covering distances of 16-18kms whilst carrying          
loaded backpacks and building map and navigation 
skills. 

 

Very well done to all participants who demonstrated 
great resilience and determination throughout the 
weekend and many thanks to the 20 staff volunteers 
who supported the running of this big event! 

 

Miss Gibbs  

and Mrs Green 



Girls into Coaching Programme  
 
On Friday 7th October we took our latest cohort Year 12 
Girls Activators to a Welcome Workshop at Flitwick              
Football Club. The girls were introduced to other students 
across the county who were also starting their coaching 
journeys with a welcome introduction by guest speaker and 
experienced coach, Stewart Hunt of Apex 360.  
 
Here’s what one student had to say, “As part of our work-
shop, we were able to gain vital training to understand 
what it means to be an activator, role model and coach 

of the future.  It’s great to be a helping hand for young 
girls to discover their potential.  It has invigorated us 
to strive to reach our own full potential and aim high 
for the coaching programme ahead.” 
 
The ‘Girls into Coaching Programme’, now in its third year, 
boasts an extensive training programme for Year 12           
students as part of their Enrichment lessons. Training con-
sists of both practical & theory sessions in delivery skills 
and sports specific activities.  Previous students have gone 
on to deliver coaching in schools, clubs and holiday camps 
with some moving on to further sports studies at University.  

 
This year we now offer a Year 12 ‘Boys into Coaching’            
programme during the Monday P3 Week A Enrich-
ment session. Places are still available – please 
speak to a member of the School Sports Partnership 
team for further details. 

 

Mrs Ward 
Assistant School Games Organiser 

Uniform 
 
The school seeks to keep uniform costs as low as possible, 
while maintaining the importance of smart appearance and 

pride in being a member of the school 
community.  I would like to make you 
aware that we have a range of free          
second hand uniform available to            
any student who may need this.           
All second hand uniform items are, in 
all cases, in good condition, laundered 
and ready to wear.  

If for any reason a parent/carer is unable to provide       
uniform due to financial difficulties, we will help and        
provide funds to make this possible. Please contact the 
school, in confidence, and ask to speak to Mrs Daly 
(dalys@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk) for further information on 
new or second hand uniform. 
 
If any parent/carer has any uniform you would like to            
donate to the school, please bring this to reception and we 
will arrange for this to be laundered. Thank you. 
 

Mr Lally 
Deputy Headteacher 

Support for Hello Yellow 
 
Vandyke Sixth Form came together on Friday 14th October 
to show their support for world mental health day. The                  
senior student team organised for every student to come in 
wearing at least one item of yellow clothing. The main            
motive was to raise money for the charity ‘Young Minds’ 
and also create more awareness around mental health. 
This also worked to show anyone suffering with mental 
health problems that they are not alone and we recognise 
their bravery.   
 
Young Minds is the leading UK charity that gives ongoing 
mental health advice to young people and the adults in 
their lives. Their aim is to see a world where no young             
person feels alone with their mental health. The charity 
recognises that there are more young people than ever 

before seeking support and some are not getting the help 
they need. Vandyke knows that the right decision has  
been made choosing this charity. We have worked with 
them for four years and see no change in that for the                        
foreseeable future.  
 
Miss Hamilton, who has taken the lead on the organi-
sation of Hello Yellow, explains the significance in the 
choice of this colour.  
 
“From a psychological perspective the colour yellow 
has many physical effects such stimulating our 
nerves, glands, and brain, making us more alert and 
energised,” explains Miss Hamilton. “It encourages 
communication and promotes interaction. So the              
colour sends the message that we see you and care. I 
see Hello Yellow as an opportunity to open up or start 
conversations on mental health and support in a safe 
way.” She then went on to highlight the positive effects the 
day has had: “It brings the Sixth Form together and 
over the years we have had many students seek                  
support after the event.” 
 
Overall we can sum up Hello Yellow as a success.         

The Sixth Form team and 
school showed our support            
towards young people 
overcoming mental health 
issues. 
 

Megan Groves  
Year 12 student  

mailto:dalys@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk


Monday 31st October Year 13 Exam Week 

Thursday 3rd November 
Year 9 Tutor and English/Science Learning 
Evening.   
Year 11 GCSE Drama Exam 

Friday 4th November  Year 11 GCSE Drama Exam 

Thursday 10th November Year 13 A Level Drama Exam 

Friday 11th November Remembrance Day 

Monday 14th November Vandyke Voice published 

 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 

 

Local people working for you.  

Sports Shorts 
 
It has been an amazing term for fixtures and                  
extra-curricular clubs. We have welcomed some brilliant 
numbers to our after school sessions and have had a huge 
number of successes in all the various competitions we 
have played to date.  I really want to emphasise that clubs 
are open to absolutely everybody.  No previous experience 
is needed, just a willingness to come and do your best!  
We have again been supported by our sponsor M & M 
Properties who have assisted in helping to purchase much 
needed kit. If you know anyone else who may be able                
to assist we would love to hear from you.  Please contact 
turneyl@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk in the first instance.  
 
Football 
We enter the District cup, County cup and National cup 
competitions. This term the fixtures are all in the National 
and County cups with the District cup taking place in the 
new year (and hopefully being played on what is going to 
be a superb new 3G astro-turf!) 
 
Where possible we continue to enter both A & B teams to 
give everyone who comes to clubs the chance to represent 
the school. We have had fantastic success to date with a 
number of teams still progressing in the National cup. All 
below are National Cup results unless stated.  

Finally we have had a number of students selected to               
represent Bedfordshire County FA. We are very proud of 
this fantastic achievement. They will have the opportunity 
to play fixtures against Hertfordshire, Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Essex. Good luck all!  Congratulations to: Jessica Pearce, 
Tamzin Hartwig, Emily Foster, Elliott Jones & Reuben             
Alofe.  
 
Equestrian 
Our showjumping and dressage team competed in the first 
competition of the year at Bury Farm, Slapton. The Inter 
Schools competitions had over 250 riders in attendance. 
We had some great results. The highlights were team third 
place in the 80cm jumping and 4th for Amelia in dressage. 
We are looking forward to the next round of competition 
that takes place during the half term week.  
 
Swimming 
We competed at the Herts 
Schools Swimming Gala. 
We finished overall in a very 
respectable 14th place. The 
girls produced some great 
performances. Our highest 
finish was in the inter free-
style relay. Well done to all who took part. It is wonderful to 
have our school represented at such a prestigious event.  
 
Leadership 
This year the work of our Sports Leaders continues. We 
have been involved with leading in middle schools this 
term. Sixth Form have also taken part in the ‘Girls into 
Coaching’ programme. For Year 9 we will be looking to 
recruit our new Sport Leaders after half term! Please look 
out for more information that will follow soon!  

 

Mr Turney  
Head of PE 

Y9 A Home V Lord William, Oxford WIN 5-3 

Y9 B Away V Malcolm Arnold, Northants WIN 6-1 

Y10 Home V Ashlyns, Herts LOSE 3-2 

Y11 Home V Marlborough, St.Albans WIN 4-1 

  Home V Chalk Hills, Luton (County Cup) WIN 2-0 

Y12/13 Away V Wollaston, Wellingborough LOSE 2-1 

Y9 Girls Home V Sam Whitbread, Bedford WIN 4-3 

Y9/10 Girls Away V Wollaston, Wellingborough WIN 6-5 

  Home V Akeley Wood, Aylesbury WIN 14-1 

Y10/11 
Girls 

Away V Sandringham, St.Albans WIN 2-1 

  Away V Sam Whitbread, bedford WIN 2-0 

  Away V Manshead, Dunstable (County 
Cup) 

WIN 3-2 on 
PENS (1-1 
AET) 
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