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Wild, Wet and Windy                             

New Forest residential 
“No such thing as bad weather – just the  

wrong clothing” 
 

Never has this statement been more apt on a                              
geography trip. Torrential rain and high winds might 
have stopped the fun but not for our awesome                
geographers! Over the 4th - 7th November, 34                    
students and 5 staff braved the elements for a  
weekend of outdoor activities to complete their John 
Muir Conservation Award, and had a thoroughly               
enjoyable time! 
 
The John Muir award is an environmental award 
scheme which encourages persons of all ages to 
connect with, enjoy and care for wild places. Four 
challenges are at the heart of each John Muir 
Award.  Each participant must discover a wild place, 
explore its wildness, conserve by taking personal 
responsibility and share their experiences with         
others; evidence to gain the award is collected by 
staff throughout the trip.  
 
Students and staff had fun exploring the wild spaces 
of the New Forest through night time walks, high 
ropes, low ropes and scavenger hunts. As well as 
learning how to survive through shelter building, 
bush craft, campfire and archery. Most importantly, 
they learnt how to conserve the environment while 
still enjoying their surroundings. To this end each 
group helped the New Forest by clearing brambles, 
silver birch and Rhododendron to help the area get 
back to a natural heathland. Throughout the              
weekend students completed their conservation 
booklets which helped them to consolidate how each 

activity met the criteria of the award. 
 
As always the students were great ambassadors for 
the school with all activities leaders commenting on 
how polite and enthusiastic our students were, and 
the progress they made as groups over the course 
of the trip was exceptional. Remember team work is 
key to everyone achieving! 
 
The geography team would like to publicly thank 
Miss Williams, Lucy McLeod and Ms Lord for 
giving up their weekend to support the team; we 
would also like to thank our Sixth formers, who             
although were there to complete the award                      
themselves, were an immense help to staff; showing 
excellent leadership qualities and producing an               
entertaining conservation song.  
 
Thank you to everyone involved it really was a lovely 
trip. Let’s do it all again next year!  
 

Mrs Moore 
Head of Humanities  

 

Year 10  

Fashion & Textiles 
 
This year saw the start of the Fashion & Textiles 
GCSE begin for a group of Year 10 students, in                  
a newly refurbished room with brand new, shiny 
sewing machines.  
 
Students have shown such enthusiasm for the            
subject and have so far completed a project                
designing and making their own tote bag inspired             
by a variety of artists and designers. The outcomes 

were fantastic with students proud of their achieve-
ment, most had never used a sewing machine              
previously!  
 
This term we have been focussing on new skills, 
such as draping using a mannequin and fashion  
illustration. The class have enjoyed creating designs 
on the mannequins and have produced some         
wonderful artworks of their draping. Keep up to date 
by following @vandyke_fashion_textiles.  
 
Well done 10B Fashion & Textiles! 

 

Miss Dayton 



Monday 28th November 
Vandyke Voice published.  SMILE WEEK 
Year 11 Art / Photography / DT exams 

Thursday 8th December School Production of Aladdin 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Friday 9th December School Production of Aladdin 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Monday 12th December 
Vandyke Voice published. 
Year 11 options exams week 

Friday 16th December  End of term 

 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 

 

Local people working for you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Need a replacement piece of school uniform? 

 
The school has great quality, unwanted uniform that we are giving away. Save money and be more eco  
friendly at the same time!   Speak to your Year Office if you do.  

Berlin Trip 
A calm and mild morning was what greeted students when 
first arriving at Vandyke at 3am on the day the trip left. After 
an unfortunate delay we got on the road and headed to  
Gatwick airport for an early flight. This all proceeded 
smoothly and we arrived to a fresh and bright day in Berlin. 
Our well located hotel was 15 minutes from the Reichstag 
and the Brandenburg gate and we began by walking 
through these sights to our first spot, the famous Checkpoint 
Charlie, the place that marked a standoff between US and 
Soviet forces when the Berlin Wall was first built. Students 
perused an excellent museum, as well as lots of group 
selfies at the actual checkpoint. It was then off for a nice 
dinner in the fading light, which also allowed us to take in 
the spectacular sights of Berlin during the Festival of Light.  
 
The second day encompassed lots of coach journeys, with 
visits to surrounding places in Berlin. The first stop was 
Potsdam, built for Kaiser Willhelm II’s son in WW1 and 
home to the famous Potsdam Conference at the end of the 
Second World War. Students had a great visual guide 
around the stylish house and were able to immerse them-
selves in the setting of the conference. It was then onto 
Sachsenhausen via a short stop for lunch.  This was home 
to many of the horrors involved in the Nazi regime and          
students could see first hand, the effects of persecution of 
minorities and political opponents. Students as ever were 
extremely respectful and reflective when journeying around 
the site of the camp in small groups with their teachers.        
After the journey home and brief stop at the hotel, it was 
onto a dinner of local German cuisine, students had mixed 
reviews on the sauerkraut, but raved about the Frikadellen 

and Bratwurst! Our final 
stop was the    famous 
TV tower where           
students could see 
spectacular night views 
of the city.  
 
Day three began        
leisurely and involved a 
guided tour of the city by Mrs Quinn and Mr Bodo. Among 
the places we visited were the Berlin Wall museum, the site 
of the Nazi book burnings, the Holocaust memorial and the 
suspected site where Hitler’s body was burnt. The afternoon 
was  spent around Potsdammer Platz for lunch, before onto 
the outdoor Topography of Terror, a very visual museum 
dedicated to the terror system enacted by Hitler. Dinner at a 
lively ‘Pirates’ restaurant preceded an evening of ten pin 
bowling, where some unusual styles were shown and               
students struggled to match the teachers!  
 
Our final day perhaps saw the best saved until last - the visit 
to the Reichstag dome. Here students were able to take in 
the breathtaking sights of the Reichstag, home to so much 
political change and turbulence in Germany over the last 
150 years since its creation as a country. The students 
could also take in the magnificent daytime view of the     
surrounding beauty around the old magnificent building.  
After some shopping it was time to head home.  
 
As ever, Vandyke students were a credit to themselves and 
the school. Their behaviour and attitude was impeccable at 
all times, especially when navigating the very busy and vast 
city of Berlin. Thank you to all the staff and students who 

made the trip possi-
ble and so thorough-
ly enjoyable.  A short 
rest from trips for the 
History team now, 
but roll on trips in 
2023!  
 

Mr Bodo 
Head of History 

Mr Turney, Head of PE 

District Futsal Champions! 
The Year 10 boys became District champions after beating Cedars 2-1 in the 
final with a last minute winner coming from Josh Long.  
 
Our 2 teams had a fantastic tournament and it was unfortunate that they had 
to face each other in semi-final. The boys played some excellent futsal 
throughout and now qualify for the County final to be held in January.  
 
Player of the Tournament: Reuben Olney - Outstanding defending. Well done 
to all!  

Mr Skelton, Head of Year 11 


