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A Level History Students visit            

Hampton Court 
 
On Tuesday 12th October, Miss Podmore,                     
Mr Bracey and I took 24 students from Year 12 
and 13 to Hampton Court to learn more about the                   
Tudors, which forms part of their A-Level History 
course.  
 
Whilst there, students attended a workshop on             
Cardinal Wolsey and his rise to power during Henry 
VIII’s reign. Students were able to use the                              
remaining traces of Wolsey’s palace, alongside           
contemporary opinions of Wolsey, to analyse how 
the Cardinal presented himself and his position and 

his relationship with 
King Henry VIII. 
Students worked 
together to evaluate 
why Wolsey was 
able to rise to such 
a high level of  
power within Tudor 
England, and why 
ultimately he fell from grace.  
 
Students were then taken on a tour of Hampton 
Court and learnt more about the historic palace and 
its many occupants. This was a great opportunity to 
see what Tudor life would have been like and under-
stand the context of this period and the monarchs 

being studied. Students then had 
the opportunity to explore the   
extensive grounds. The weather 
thankfully held out and it was a 
fantastic autumnal day – perfect 
for us to wander around the            
historic building, soaking up the 
history of the site. 

 

Mrs Doherty 
History Department 

Silver DofE Practice Expedition  
The White Peaks 

 
Day 1: The rain certainly poured down but this didn't 
dampen the spirits of 38 Year 11 students who            
undertook their Silver DofE Practice Expedition at 
the start of half term. The cohort, comprising 6 
teams, started their 18km undulating walk from      
either Waterhouses or pretty Ilam in the Stafford-
shire Peaks. Navigation was strong and teamwork 
was particularly cohesive throughout the damp day 
which allowed teams to arrive at Barracks Farm 
Campsite before dark to put up tents and start        
cooking dinner on stoves. It was then an early           
night for all due to the unrelenting rain. Hats off to                 
Miss Gransden who supported teams on foot 
throughout the wet conditions! 
 
Day 2: Hooray and phew; campers woke to a mild 
and dry start so, although all equipment and               
participants were a bit soggy, the kinder weather 

made the second part of the journey a little                  
more bearable. Staff members Miss Williams and           
Mr Workman, along with Miss Gibbs and            
Mrs Green, were again impressed with                   
participants' positive and pro-active approach. Once 
more, successful navigation combined with effective             
teamwork and a good walking pace enabled all           
6 teams to complete their second day in Longnor 
well in advance of the coach pick-up time. 
 
Well done Silver cohort; a very successful Practice 
Expedition under your belts!  

 
It was a pleasure               
to witness you in 
action. 
 

 
Miss Gibbs and 

Mrs Green 

Public services - PCSO visit 
 

A police community support officer came into school 
to talk to the public services and uniformed          
protective service groups. Students learnt about the 
role of the PCSO and the training required to do this 
role. Many areas were covered such as the                
equipment used, the important of communication 
and teamwork and many of the working skills           
required for this role and many other roles in the 
Public Services. Students found this valuable as 

they have been learning about working skills and 
teamwork in their lessons. 

 

Mrs Strickland  
Head of Public Services 



Thursday 17th November Post 16 Opportunities Open Evening 6.00-9.00pm 

Thursday 24th November Year 12 Subject Consultation 4.00- 7.00pm Online) 

Monday 28th November 
Vandyke Voice published.  SMILE WEEK 
Year 11 Art / Photography / DT exams 

Thursday 8th December School Production of Aladdin 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Friday 9th December School Production of Aladdin 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 

 

Local people working for you.  

Vandyke Equestrian Team 
After the success of the regional show jumping, the team 

during half term took part in the 
NSEA dressage competition held 
at Bury Farm, Slapton. Teams from 
Oxford, Buckingham, Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire were all involved 
in the day long event.  The Van-

dyke team of Taija Powell, 
Amelie Benesch-Hubber  and 
Isaac Turney produced excel-
lent performances in a very 
challenging test. Vandyke           
finished in first place in                  
Bedfordshire which means they 
qualify for the grand National 
finals to be held at Hickstead          
in May 2023.  Congratulations!  

 

Year 11 involved in National, District and 

County Football  
It has been another successful sporting week for both Year 

11 teams. The Year 11 A team put in a dominant display 
over Queen Elizabeth where they came out as 7-0 winners. 
We had a lot of control in our midfield and were able to play 
some great football. They were back in action the following 
week in a completely different game against a strong 
Stopsley side. The wind and lack of sunlight caused havoc 
for both teams.  Battles were fought in all areas of the pitch 
and with five minutes to play Vandyke hammered one home 
to come out as 3-2 winners in a game that will be remem-
bered by all. Goals from Dylan Short, Leo Mcquillan and 
match winner Thomas Stanger takes us through to the next 
round of the district and county cups.  
 
The Year 11 B team also had their first taste of football for 
the season this week where they had a hard-fought battle 
against a very physical Samuel Whitbread side. The match 
was very evenly tied coming into the final 20 minutes           
however Samuel Whitbread broke through and came out as 
3-0 victors. This is not the end for the Year 11 B team as 
they still have a very much anticipated district cup draw 
against Cedars to look forward to.  

 

Athena STEM Residential at  

Loughborough University   
Building a Sustainable Community on an Island 

 

On the first day, we arrived at 10:00am and completed a 
survey and a few icebreakers with the other groups. We 
were introduced to our ambassador and went through a 
presentation explaining our task. We were to design a plan 
for a sustainable community of 40 families on an island with 
a climate much like that of the UK. We played some sustain-
ability twisters to see what we did as individuals to help the 
environment and completed quizzes to understand how  
sustainable we were as a group, followed by a tour of the 
university. We then had a presentation about wind turbines, 
how they work and their advantages and disadvantages. We 
made our own wind turbine prototypes out of card and test-
ed them for their efficiency. The final talk of the day was 
about energy consumption in buildings. After dinner, we had 
a scavenger hunt around the grounds of the university, 
learning many facts about the university along the way. 
 

On the second day, we had our first allotted “Project Time”. 
We developed the essentials, such as housing, education 
and farming. We then had a talk about wave energy       
converters - buoys which convert the kinetic energy of 
waves into electrical energy - and a practical to explore how 
they work.  Afterwards, we built a tower out of marshmal-
lows and raw spaghetti in a challenge against the other 
groups. This involved good communication and teamwork, 
alongside problem solving. Out of the five groups compet-
ing, our group won. After lunch, we listened to a talk about 
sustainable packaging designs, and we designed a bin 

which was fun for young children and encouraged them to 
sort their waste for proper recycling. We then had another 
hour of project time before a talk about architecture, and 
how different designs can help a building become more  
sustainable. In the final activity we built solar-powered cars 
and raced them. For dinner we had a barbecue, followed by 
a team quiz and a film night. 
 

On day three, we designed a sustainable app for use on our 
island to help the population plan their days sustainably. 
This was followed by a talk from Ford, as they funded the 
residential. There were then presentations from different 
women in STEM, explaining their careers and how to get 
into STEM. We then had project time to build structures and 
design how we would implement the different designs we 
had made into our community. After dinner, we did a Zumba 
session in the dark, then went back to do some more project 
work before the final presentation. We decided who would 
talk about which feature of the island and made finishing 
touches to the physical display of the island. 
 

On the last day, we made the final adjustments to our 
presentations. We played a few games to help settle any 
nerves before presenting our islands to a small audience, 
including judges. We then completed a survey each before 
the awards ceremony.  
 

“I was a bit apprehensive at first, but it turned out to be very 
beneficial for my confidence and very uplifting. I was very 
proud of myself for speaking in front of an audience.”   

“The Loughborough Stem trip was an insightful view into the  
working lives of Stem based jobs. We also got a taste of 

what it would be like to be in a working university             
environment. Overall the trip was interesting and 
opened our minds to many different job possibilities.” 

“It was an eye-opening experience.” 

“It was an incredible opportunity and we got to know an 
amazing group of people with similar interests to us.” 

Harriette Jones, Year 11 Student 

Mr Turney & Mr Gerrard 


