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Big Bang Fair 2022 
 
On the 22nd June 2022, 49 Year 10 students, as 
well as four members of staff, travelled by coach to 
the NEC in Birmingham in order to attend the annual 
Big Bang Fair, exploring Science, Technology,      
Engineering and Maths. This was the first                        
occurrence of this event post-Covid, an affair that 
demonstrated how important STEM is in the world. 
The students had the day to explore the fair, talking 
to those who have experience in STEM careers and 
current students who are studying a variety of paths, 
most notably in apprenticeships or at University.   
 
The day was all about science, engineering, and 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and    
maths) careers, in our futures! There were many               
companies, charities, and organisations there 
demonstrating their roles in the world of STEM.  
 
Some of the key companies at the fair included: 
 National Grid 
 Network Rail & HS2 
 The RAF & Marines 
 West Midlands Ambulance Service (WMAS) & 

The NHS 
 Leonardo Aerospace Defence and Security 
 Specsavers 
 Plus many, many more! 
The day was full of exciting and fantastic opportuni-
ties to broaden our understanding of possible futures 
in STEM.  
 
We began the day at school, leaving at 9am, and we 
arrived at the NEC at 10:30, and parked up along-
side many, many other schools - all from KS3. It was 
only a short walk from there, to get into the NEC, 
and then we could begin exploring the fair! 
 
Throughout the day, we went around the fair in 
groups, looking at and taking part in many displays 
and activities.  There were guest speakers, and talks 
at different stages and locations within the exhibition 
hall! The one that we (Evie and I) saw, was a talk 
given by experts from BT, on cyber security. 
 
We have been speaking to some teachers and        
students about how they felt the day went, and 
whether they did - or did not - enjoy the day!  
 
Miss Smith from Geography said: I really        
enjoyed the day - and there was a great deal to do.  
 
Miss Mileham from Science said: there was              
a great morale amongst all the students who                    
attended! 
 
Emma Wattleworth in Year 10 said: “I really      
enjoyed the science fair - it was very beneficial to 

find out more about my potential future careers.” 
 
Jack Geary in Year 10 said: the highlight of his 
day was the virtual reality experience from the RAF, 
and the range of food on offer from different outlets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some of our personal highlights from the 
fair: 
 
Stanley: I really enjoyed the fair, overall it was a 
fabulous day! However, I must say, the true highlight 
for me was the opportunity to speak to medical    
professionals working with the NHS, WMAS, and 
Birmingham University. In my future, I would really 
love to be an emergency doctor, so being able to 
see around an ambulance, perform an ultrasound, 
speak to the heroes who are paramedics face-to-
face, practise CPR, and take blood from a training 
arm was amazing! I also spoke to trainers and 
teachers from Birmingham City University, all about 
the pathways to becoming a successful doctor, 
which was fantastic! 
 
Evie: I have loved science for years, so the Big 
Bang Fair provided a brilliant opportunity for me to 
speak to those who have already begun their work in 
the fields of STEM. Personally, my highlight of the 
day was visiting the Leonardo stand. This exhibit 
demonstrated how technology has advanced in    
regards to safety; as they work closely with the       
military, they help to develop safe tracking software, 
cameras that can read thermal energy and program 
controlled technology such as robots. Having also 
previously watched ‘Robot Wars’, I enjoyed being 
able to navigate a robot around an obstacle course. 
The day was a brilliant experience, no matter where 
your interests lie. 
 
Overall, the day was a massive success for both 
students and staff. There was something for             
everyone, and the trip in itself was brilliant. I hope 
that this will inspire those who enjoy STEM to        
explore potential paths for the future, or even to           
research more about a topic they are interested in.  
 
We hope everyone enjoyed it, and had a great time! 
 

Stanley Redfern  
and  

Evie Olson  
Year 10 Students 



Monday 26th September Vandyke Voice published 

Thursday 29th September OPEN EVENING 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

Monday 3rd October Open Mornings. Every day 9.00am - 11.00am 

Monday 10th October 
Open Mornings. Every day 9.00am - 11.00am 
Vandyke Voice published 

Wednesday 12th October 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening (online) 
4.00 - 7.30pm 

Thursday 13th October 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening (online) 
4.00 - 7.30pm 

Monday 17th October Year 11 English and Maths exam week 

 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 

 
 

Local people working for you.  

Munich Trip 
 
After months of delay due to an initial cancellation at the 
end of March, the Munich trip finally got itself off the ground 
in glorious mid July weather. Students arrived at school 
very bleary eyed, but excited, at seemingly the crack of 
dawn for a 2am bus departure to Heathrow. After a smooth 
journey, we arrived in wonderful Munich, and found      
temperatures at a nicer mid 20 degrees, lower than the 30 
degree heat wave in England. Students had a brief check 
in at the hotel before it was time for a tour of the city led by 
some wonderful guides. This allowed students to get their 
bearings, understand and see first hand where Hitler        
attempted his Beer Hall Putsch in 1923, see where the final 
battles of WW2 took place in Munich and even discover the 
Bayern Munich official shop! The evening encompassed 
dinner in a local German Brauhaus, with some authentic 
German cuisine, before a very well earned night’s sleep!  
 
Day two started with an early visit to Dachau concentration 
camp, where students could see first hand, the horrors of 
the Nazi persecution of Jewish people and other                         
minorities in Germany. Students as ever were extremely 
respectful and reflective when journeying around the site of 
the camp in small groups with their teachers. After a quick 
lunch, a visit to the National Socialist documentation            
centre, to learn first hand about the growth of the Nazi          
party in Munich and how the roots of Nazism spread within 
the city.  An authentic German experience was then had by 
all in the Hoffbrauhaus, Munich’s most popular beer hall 
built, originally in the 16th century. Students enjoyed more 
local cuisine and clinking their steiners (of water), while 
German oompah bands played in the background. The 
evening was rounded off with a brief visit to the Olympic 
stadium and self guided tour of the BMW museum, before 
heading back to the hostel.  
 
Sunday saw an early start to proceedings in order to get 
over to the beautiful city of Nuremberg, two hours north of 
Munich. The day began with a walk around the Nazi rally 
grounds, home to the triumphant and spectacular, yet       
infamous, rallies held by the Nazi propaganda machine in                        

 

the 1930s and 1940s. Students were able to see up close 
the Congress Hall built by the Nazis, which was intended to 
be a replica of the Colosseum in Rome, as well as other 
large scale areas designed to host huge audiences at 
propaganda rallies. This experience again allowed         
students to appreciate the magnitude and effect of Nazi 
propaganda and the lengths the Nazis went to, to                
indoctrinate its population. The rest of the afternoon             
was spent in the more traditional Medieval walled city of 
Nuremberg where students had time to eat lunch, walk 
around Nuremberg castle and cathedral, and take in the 
magnificent architecture of the city. After a return journey 
and a freshen up, a Hard Rock Cafe dinner was enjoyed by 
all, with an early night awaiting due to the early start and 
flight on the Monday.  
 
Monday encompassed solely the journey home, starting in 
the wonderful mild temperatures of Munich and finishing 
back at Vandyke to 40 degree temperatures at the height 
of the July heat wave of 2022! Students returned in                 
fantastic spirits (especially after a few renditions of Sweet 
Caroline on the bus) and were able to immediately share 
some stories with students departing school at the same 
time. As ever, Vandyke students were a credit to                
themselves and the school. Their behaviour and attitude 
was impeccable at all times, and were especially                         
wonderfully supportive of each other in the city during            
an extremely busy weekend for the city of Munich.                  
 
Thank you to all the staff and students who made the           

trip possible and 
so thoroughly             
enjoyable. Roll         
on Berlin in                
mid October for 
some other Year 
11 historians.  
 

Mr Bodo 
Head of History 

 
 


