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Art & Photography  

Exhibition 
 
For the first time since 2019 the Art department was 
able once again to host a summer exhibition of art 
and photography created by our outgoing Year 11 
and 13 classes.  
 
The exhibition opened with a fine display of Keith 
Haring-inspired artwork created by new Year 9      
students on their intake days. It was  brilliant to be 
back on form with glorious displays and crowds of 
people that included students, former students,          

parents/carers, governors, friends, teachers past 
and present, and even a TV star from Channel 4's 
Great Pottery Throwdown!  
 

As usual, the comments 
book was glowing with 
positive feedback prais-
ing the "very impressive 
artwork by students at        
Vandyke".  

 
Miss Lewis 

Team Leader of Art & 
Photography 

African Drumming Workshop 
 
On Tuesday 12th July, our Year 10 and Year 11   
music students were able to participate in a         
traditional African drumming workshop, led by a 
specialist, Annie Beddoe. We were kindly gifted the                        
opportunity by Inspiring Music, the Bedfordshire   
music hub, who selected our school to receive the 
workshop.  
 
Annie has been an African drumming tutor for many 

years and was able to learn her skill in Africa in a 
range of ensembles. Students were taught how to 
play traditional patterns on three drums; djembe,       
kin-kenny and dundun, which form a full ensemble 
of drums called ‘the dunduns’. The rhythms required 
students to listen carefully and learn them aurally 
before applying their knowledge practically in               
performance, which incorporated three polyrhythms. 
The overall sound was incredible and the students 
were enthusiastic about how the parts worked                   
together.  
 
Annie was particularly impressed with our Year 10s 
and stated that, “they are the best school group                  
I have ever taught!”  Year 10 student, Holly                  
Skerrett said, “I really loved it and enjoyed                 
playing as an ensemble” and Amelie Bailey said, 
“I liked the workshop because I never usually 
play African drums.”   

 

Miss Doe 
Head of Music 

Welcome back to a new  

School Year 
 
Students have returned to school and have made a 
very positive start to term.  We have been able to 
use our superb new Sixth Form block with new 
study centre that students have named “the Sub”.   

 
Local MP Andrew Selous 
visited school on Friday.  
This coincided with our work 
to mark the sad passing      
of Queen Elizabeth which     
included special lessons 
prepared by our English 
team, a tutor activity  and a 
minute’s silence timed with 
the ringing of church bells at 
midday.  
 

Students’ response was excellent and their                 
conduct in the minute’s silence impeccable. 
   

School Governor Vacancies 
 
The governing body carries 
important responsibilities and 
does a terrific job for our 
school.  We currently have 
two parent governor vacan-
cies.   
 
If you have a child here in any year group and are 
interested in finding out more about becoming a 
governor at Vandyke please let the clerk know       
by contacting Barbara Britton on 01525 636700               
or email brittonb@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk by 23rd           
September. 

 

Mr Carroll 
Headteacher 



Monday 26th September Vandyke Voice published 

Thursday 29th September OPEN EVENING 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

Monday 3rd October Open Mornings. Every day 9.00am - 11.00am 

Monday 10th October 
Open Mornings. Every day 9.00am - 11.00am 
Vandyke Voice published 

Wednesday 12th October 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening (online) 
4.00 - 7.30pm 

Thursday 13th October 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening (online) 
4.00 - 7.30pm 

Monday 17th October Year 11 English and Maths exam week 

 

Sponsors of the  

Vandyke Rugby Team 

 
 

Local people working for you.  

Students go to Stadium MK to watch                  

the women’s Euros 
 

On Friday 8th July, a group of Vandyke students went to 
the MK Dons stadium to watch Spain v Finland Ladies in 
the Women's Euros 2022.  
 
A fantastic game saw Finland score within the first 48          
seconds. Spain made their comeback quickly, scoring 3 
goals in the first half and one in the last minute of the 
game.     
 
All the students really enjoyed the football, great atmos-
phere and lovely weather.   
 
Little did we know then how well it would end!  
 

Miss Spendelow 
PE Department 

Heather Emery, talks to Art &                    

Photography students 
 
Former A level Photography student Heather Emery visited 
the art department to share her recent experience studying 
BA hons Commercial Photography at the Arts University 
Bournemouth, where she has gained a 1

st
 class                  

degree.  Heather showed Year 10 students her portfolio 

which included A level work from school and showed her 
progression to stunning images of fashion and make-up 
photography. Some of her work has been published in 
magazines and she is currently exhibiting in London and 
Bournemouth. Heather explained how many photoshoots 
mean collaborating with a range of other creative areas 
such as jewellery designers, fashion designers, architects, 
and actors. 
 
Students had the opportunity to ask questions and                 
students spoke to Heather about their own project                   
work. One student said, "I hadn't thought about going to 
university but because I love taking  photographs it's 
great to know there are special universities where I can 
do this".  

 
Miss Lewis 

Team Leader of Art and Photography 

Duke of Edinburgh’s  

Bronze Awards 
 
At the end of last term we congratulated 55 students              
in Year 11 who have completed their Bronze Duke of     

Edinburgh’s Award!  It was wonderful to celebrate with so 
many of you at the awards evening. A big thank you to Ben 
Douglass and Archie Wright who shared some of their 
DofE experiences and to Daniel Ewers who performed so 
beautifully – singing and playing acoustic guitar.  
 

As well as the Expedition section, participants have 
undertaken a range of different activities for the Skills, 
Physical and Volunteering sections. In doing so, they 
have built important life skills, increased their physical 
fitness, improved their mental well-being and have 
also supported others. As a group of young people, 
they have volunteered a combined total of approxi-
mately 1000 hours within the local community. 
 
We hope you are proud of your achievements! 
 

Miss Gibbs and  
Mrs Green 


