
Vandyke Upper School – Law Department 

Curriculum Intent 

Our intent is that students of this subject will develop a passion for the law and discover 
the vital role law plays in our society. By defining our values, Law also provides a 
means to solve problems and disputes without resorting to violence. A-Level Law 
enables you to further explore the relationship between Law, Society and the 
Individual. 

Overall, our vision is to ensure that all of our students develop the skills, character and 

academic understanding to become a world-ready citizen serving their community with 

the skills and qualifications necessary to be economically fulfilled. 

Students are introduced to the English Legal System as a whole. This will involve 
looking at how Law is made, who can make Law and how Judges interpret Statutes. 
They will study the role of legal personnel including barristers and solicitors as well as 
the role lay people have in the Law (i.e. Juries and Magistrates). 

They will study the theory and application of Criminal Law. This will involve looking at 
the fatal offences of murder, voluntary manslaughter and involuntary manslaughter. 
The course will also cover non-fatal offences of assault, battery, assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm, wounding and grievous bodily harm with intent. We study property 
offences, including theft and robbery as well as the capacity defences of insanity and 
intoxication, the necessity defences of self-defence, duress, and duress of 
circumstances and the preliminary offences of attempt. 

In Tort Law students have the chance to study liability in negligence for injury to people 
and damage to property. We also cover occupiers’ liability, vicarious liability and the 
consideration of any defences. In addition, we will look at the Law of Contract covering 
a person’s rights and remedies if a contract goes wrong. 

The course encourages you to develop the skills necessary to analyse and solve 
problems by applying rules and to develop the ability to communicate arguments and 
conclusions clearly and succinctly. It will help you substantiate arguments and develop 
an enquiring and critical mind. Law is not only one of the most employable A-Levels 
you can study but also an excellent background for university and careers not only in 
law, but also in journalism, local and central government, public relations, teaching, 
and a range of management and business areas. 

Over half of our students go on to study for a degree in Law, including many who 
secure places at Russell Group universities. Others have secured degree 
apprenticeships with top employers including the Metropolitan and Thames Valley 
Police, law firms and financial institutions including investment banks. 

 

 


