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ours selecting ‘About You Now’ by Sugababes and
‘Runaway Baby’ by Bruno Mars. The format of the
A band in Year 13 (Madi Bishop, Ellen Baxter, Ben
evening consisted of a thirty-minute allocated
Lucas, Toby Arnold and Theo Quick) were
recording slot, where the band sound checked on
lucky enough to experience performing live at an
stage before performing their two songs.
established music venue, The Stables, on Monday
21st March.
Miss Beckwith accompanied the band to the venue
and her feedback to me in covid isolation was,
The performance was part of the annual Bedford“They smashed it!” This was supported by an email
shire ‘Battle of the Bands’ competition, which
received from the competition organiser who sung
comprised several bands from upper schools and
their praises for their great performance, as well as
Sixth Form colleges in Central Bedfordshire. Due to
for being a lovely group of students who “did the
Covid, the competition had a two-year hiatus, so we
school proud.”
were all very excited for its return this year, albeit
with some restrictions. Each band was required to
The performance will be live streamed in early
choose two songs to perform at the competition, with
May, as well as having the winners announced.
In our eyes, we are simply thrilled
that these five students were able
to experience a performance at a
prestigious venue, but we shall
keep our fingers crossed for a
winning place!

Battle of the Bands

Miss Doe
Team Leader of Music

What Career Live

including J.P. Morgan, PwC, Unilever, Deloitte,
Network Rail and many more.

On Friday 4th March 180 Year 12 students visited
the ‘What Career Live’ Exhibition at the NEC
The UK’s top universities showcased their degree
Birmingham.
courses, campuses and provided further information
on employability rates, student satisfaction and
This is an event for 15-19 year olds to help them
student fees. Universities at the event included
decide what to do after leaving school; whether this
Bristol, Nottingham, Leeds, Southampton, Manchesbe an apprenticeship, school leaver programme or
ter and Warwick plus many more.
university after A Levels. Students were able to find
out more information and apply for some of the
There was also plenty of fun, interactive skills
UK’s top apprenticeship schemes with companies
experiences and free
seminars to inspire
young
people with
career paths to pursue
after school.
Mrs Lord
Careers Coordinator
team use. Many thanks to all of the guest speakers
for giving up their time and coming in to talk to the
Recently we have had a number of external
students this term.
speakers from an array of public services come into
Year 12 Uniformed
school to further enrich the educational provision
that is offered to our students. We were fortunate to
Protective Services
gain first-hand knowledge from a local firefighter, The Sixth Form students have had an insight in
members of the police force and a guest speaker to the different roles in the Uniformed Protective
form the prison service. They all provided the Services and what their jobs entail. They have learnt
students with a detailed and informative insight into about the physical aspect of the jobs and why health
their roles and responsibilities and talked about the and fitness are important in the uniformed protective
career paths that are open to our students in the services. They have also learnt about teamwork
future. They also explained how the public services and the importance of discipline.
work together. We also had a guest speaker in from
Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) to talk about The uniformed protective services group recently
road safety and what his role entails in working for
planned and took part in an
CBC.
expedition, which enabled
Our students have also learnt
them to practise many
about the East Anglian Air
skills that are relevant to
Ambulance (EAAA) and the
the uniformed protective
service they provide. This was
services.
extremely interesting and the
students gained an insight into
Miss Strickland
the different roles and equipTeam Leader of
ment that the air ambulance
Public Services

Public Services - Guest speakers

Headteacher
Mr T Carroll
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National Apprenticeship Show
Milton Keynes

visited the National Apprenticeship Show at MK Stadium.

As part of our careers programme, students had the opportunity to visit and speak to employers from Construction,
On Wednesday 16th March, over 200 Year 10 students Logistics, Engineering, Healthcare, Hospitality, Childcare
and many more.
It was fantastic for the students to experience the
world of work and we are proud of how
mature and confident the students were.
Mr Lally and
Mrs Lord

Year 10 Rugby
Congratulations to the
Year 10 Rugby team
coming 2nd in the
Samuel Whitbread 7s
Tournament. The day
started with a very
difficult match versus
Samuel Whitbread A,
however our team learnt a lot in their first ever match of
7-a-side rugby. The next match, Vandyke displayed huge
improvement versus Manshead, followed by a narrow win
over Samuel Whitbread B. The final two matches of
the tournament, were the best performances by Vandyke
with our students’ rugby improving massively from the
disappointment of the first match. Stand-out performances
from Ben Douglas and Sam Wallis carried the team through
the tournament.
Mr Winch

Year 9 &10 Football
Manshead 3 - Vandyke 3
A big well done to the Year 9 & 10 girls who travelled to
Manshead for a friendly fixture, it was a tough game in tough
conditions. Great football was played throughout with the
girls having endless opportunities that were saved by
Manshead’s talented goalkeeper. The game ended a draw
at 3-3. Goal scorers were Arabella Ripley, Ava Maguire and
Emily Foster.

District Cup
Vandyke 8 - Queen Elizabeth 1
Absolutely superb performance from our Year 9 & 10 girls
who faced Queen Elizabeth in the District Cup competition.
The game proved very easy for the girls early on, but they
showed great sportsmanship in supporting Queen Elizabeth
throughout the game providing encouragement and praise.
Goals from Arabella Ripley (2), Katie Brooker (3), Ella
Simpson, Maddie Liles and Emily Foster.
Miss Spendelow

tournaments. We have had success in particular at
the County: cross country, handball, basketball, Futsal,
Sport and activity levels over the past 2 years were dramatibadminton, table tennis and rugby 7s’ competitions this
cally reduced for all due to the impact of Covid so it has
term. Congratulations to all who have represented the
been absolutely wonderful across this term to have a real
school and been part of this excellent achievement.
feeling of returning to ‘normal’. Our students here have
shown real adaptability and resilience in not letting this periWe have continued to compete in District, County and
od affect them. Anecdotally it would seem that even more of
National football cups and I hope we can be crowned chamour young people have an improved understanding of the
pions as the competitions reach their climax. Within school
benefits and wider impacts of leading an active lifestyle.
our intra-school programme continues and we are looking
Lifelong participation in sport is a key aim of our department
forward to the house basketball and netball competitions to
and we feel we are moving closer to achieving this.
be held in the final week of term.

End of Term 2 PE Review

Throughout our core PE programme this term we have
covered a real range of sports and activities and we are now
currently preparing for our summer programme to begin.
We of course continue to offer an array of extra-curricular
activities where all year groups have been well represented.
Please see our new timetable for next term’s extra-curricular
club activities. We really want to emphasise that no previous
experience is needed. Everything we offer is accessible for
all. Please encourage all to come and try something new!

We would like to thank our new rugby sponsors M & M
Properties for their support. Having local companies willing
to support the school really makes a huge difference. We
would love to hear from other individuals or businesses,
if you could assist with another sport. Please email
turneyl@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk to discuss the options we
have available.

I would like to personally thank the PE staff at school for
their commitment to all I have discussed. Their time, effort
It has been brilliant to compete against other schools in the
and energy in providing fantastic opportunities is absolutely
area and surrounding counties in a range of sports. We
second to none.
have had huge success as we qualified for a host of County
Mr Turney and the PE Team
Monday 2nd May
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