
Vandyke Upper School 

Curriculum Statement 

INTENT 

Young people leave Vandyke as confident and socially responsible, world-ready citizens with the 

skills, knowledge and courage to thrive. 

Vandyke delivers an ambitious curriculum with high expectations of learners from all starting points 

to inspire students to become life-long learners.  Our curriculum promotes resilience to deal with 

the changing world in which we live. 

The curriculum is broad and balanced keeping options open and creating paths through to further 

and higher education, training and employment.  It reflects our “Vandyke Values” promoting respect 

for self and others, and developing transferable skills of leadership, organisation, resilience, initiative 

and communication.  Modern British values are also reflected in the curriculum which is flexible to 

adapt to changing demands of current issues.  The people whose names are used in our well-

developed house system epitomise these values.  The school has established a proud tradition of 

marking Remembrance and Holocaust Memorial Day. 

The curriculum is inclusive.  We do not operate “pathways” so that, for example, all students can 

access study of a modern foreign language to GCSE and separate GCSE sciences of biology, chemistry 

and physics.  All but a very small number of students take a humanities subject through to GCSE and 

for KS4 all students make three option choices from a wide range of courses including the visual and 

performing arts, technology, PE and business.  

Students join in Year 9 from a mix of partner middle schools and secondary schools.  Our Year 9 

curriculum implements the National Curriculum and builds on students’ prior attainment to provide 

the foundations for informed choices at KS4. 

The detailed subject-based curriculum is developed from the curriculum vision established by senior 

leaders with the involvement of governors through the experience and expert knowledge of subject 

leaders and their teams. 

There is a strong focus on interleaving through the curriculum to ensure learning is re-visited and 

consolidated.  Assessment opportunities are integrated into schemes of learning to confirm that 

learning is fully established and to inform teachers’ planning. 

The school’s particularly extensive programme of enrichment activities greatly enhances the formal, 

taught curriculum through clubs, teams and visits with especially broad experiences offered in sport, 

music, drama, art and developing leadership skills, for example through DoE.  There is a strong 

emphasis on ensuring that disadvantaged students benefit from these opportunities. 

The curriculum reflects our awareness that Leighton Buzzard is a largely mono-cultural, relatively 

isolated small town.  It seeks to build cultural capital with an emphasis on reading, building 

vocabulary and broadening horizons such as opportunities to live, to study and to work outside of 

the town.  

IMPLEMENTATION 

Underpinning the implementation of the curriculum is a staff group which comprises almost 

exclusively subject specialist teachers.  Senior leaders trust and work alongside experienced and 

expert subject leaders to develop and adapt curriculum plans as necessary in particular in building 



those cross-curricular aspects that knit the whole curriculum together including literacy, careers 

education, cultural capital and areas of subject-specific pedagogy that link subjects such as in maths 

and science and geography.  These are reflected in curriculum maps. 

Subject knowledge and classroom practice are developed through a culture of continuous 

professional development.  Planned training includes the fortnightly changed school day that 

facilitates an extended block of staff training time, specific support and training for ECT and new 

staff, access to the National College on-line courses and to the PiXL learning community, as well as 

Open Door Weeks when teachers visit each others’ lessons.  This is further supported by weekly 

subject team briefings and the organisation of the school into subject-based workrooms that 

facilitates staff sharing new approaches and subject knowledge. 

There is a strong focus on analysis of public examination outcomes each year as part of an annual 

cycle of review and improvement so that strengths are shared and lessons learned.  Each term there 

is a focus on progress data from student progress reports through Student Progress Conferences 

held for each house.  These have an excellent record of positive impact on the outcomes for 

individual students identified as under-performing. 

The school celebrates a wide range of achievement - academic, extra-curricular and personal – 

through a range of praise assemblies, letters home, house awards and awards evenings. 

Year 9 

The taught curriculum is delivered through a two week timetable of 60 minute lessons (except on 

alternate Thursdays when lessons are of 50 minutes duration). 

In Year 9 all students study a core programme of English, mathematics, science, PE, Life Skills, 

geography, history, art, drama, food technology, music, design technology and computing/IT.  All but 

a small number of students with very low prior attainment study French.  We recognise that the 

middle school experience does not provide a grounding in a second foreign language, the 

opportunity to study German is important for some students, typically around half of the cohort, 

while others undertake a course that helps to improve their cultural awareness and literacy, instead 

of the additional foreign language.  Some GCSE units are included in Year 9 science. 

The Life Skills course incorporates health, careers and RE as well as LORIC (leadership, organisation, 

resilience, initiative, communication) and is supported by the assembly and well-developed tutor 

programme that includes a focus on reading and developing cultural capital.  Student voice benefits 

from a fortnightly class meeting with tutors that feeds into half-termly house and whole school 

council meetings.  The established Sports Council functions effectively to involve students in 

discussions around PE and sport. 

Years 10/11 

The options process takes place in the early spring term of Year 9 with the new timetable beginning 

at May half-term.  Parents/carers are engaged in the guidance process with particular attention to 

disadvantaged and SEN students to ensure that well informed and balanced choices are made. 

At the end of Key Stage 4 most students take 9 GCSEs.  All follow GCSE courses in English Language 

and English Literature, science trilogy and mathematics, either geography or history (or both if as an 

option) and three further subjects from a wide range including the separate sciences and the 

opportunity to take a foreign language in an early morning slot as a 10th subject.  All option subjects 

are open to all students.  Students have three hours of PE per fortnight and follow the Life Skills 



course that builds on the Year 9 curriculum.  The focus on geography and history is longstanding and 

pre-dates the introduction of the EBacc measure in 2010 recognising the important skills that these 

facilitating subjects provide, in particular literacy and the ability to articulate an argument backed by 

carefully evaluated evidence. 

Sports Leader courses are offered as is DoE, both of which are extremely popular. 

Students for whom a full set of GCSE courses would be unreasonably demanding take one or two 

subjects fewer and receive additional support for English and maths and aspects of their other 

courses in this time. 

While the school encourages EBacc entry it is not the right path for some students.  Despite every 

effort to promote the learning of a foreign language, given what is typically a low priority experience 

in middle schools, this is the aspect that restricts EBacc entry.  Nevertheless Vandyke’s EBacc points 

score exceeds other Central Bedfordshire upper schools, including those which have higher prior 

attainment on entry. 

Sixth Form 

We are proud of the comprehensive intake into the Sixth Form, the range of destinations students 

move onto and the life changing opportunities for some students moving into higher education 

whose prior attainment might otherwise not suggest this. 

The Vandyke Sixth Form is extremely popular with typically 25% of Year 12 intake from other 

schools.  We offer a broad and aspirational curriculum which meets the needs of students within our 

community by offering them the opportunity to achieve academic excellence therefore realising 

their long term personal goals. The curriculum offer is Level 3 with over 30 different courses. Our 

BTEC suite of courses has grown in breadth and popularity and offers a great insight into vocations 

which are prevalent within our local labour market. We acknowledge the expertise and facilities 

available at local colleges that make strong provision at Level 2. 

Entry criteria to the Sixth Form are designed to encourage access. Grades 5 and above necessary for 

most A-Level courses, the exceptions being maths, the sciences and foreign languages where 

evidence suggests that success is unlikely without entry requirements that are higher. Grades 4 and 

above is required for access onto a suite of courses including BTEC and C&G courses.  Students are 

able to re-take GCSE English or maths, and receive support from specialist teachers to help them 

achieve this goal. Most students achieve grade 4 or above before they leave. 

Extensive work is undertaken with all applicants, including an extended induction programme and 

post-results in August and September, to ensure that students embark on a mix of courses best 

suited to their aspirations.  Students are encouraged to begin with 4 subjects to make an informed 

choice about their options. A bespoke programme of study is tailored to student needs when 

required, for example a small number of students move onto a reduced programme for personal 

reasons and occasionally a three year programme is needed. Any decision is made in close 

consultation with students, staff and carers to insure that the programme of study closely meets the 

needs of the individual. 

Beyond the subject-based Level 3 curriculum there is a rich personal development programme which 

helps to ease the transition from GCSE to Level 3 study. This programme helps to develop vital 

employability skills whilst engendering a sense of belonging within the school community which is 

vital for student well-being. In Year 12 tutor provision is a daily 20-minute session where a 

structured programme is delivered by highly experienced tutors. This programme encompasses 



study skills, citizenship, careers investigation, personal finance and SRE. Projects including a reading 

challenge and a presentation programme facilitate the development of vital skills including 

scholarship and communication. There are also frequent opportunities to allow student reflection on 

their academic and personal development.  In Year 13 a weekly timetabled hour session with a Sixth 

Form specialist prepares them for the world by offering life skills, SRE, tutorials on student finance 

and university life while nurturing them through the apprenticeship, university and employment 

application processes. External speakers including local employers, universities, Gap Year providers, 

health organisations, apprenticeship providers and ex-students regularly inspire students in 

enrichment assemblies. A wide range of opportunities for volunteering are promoted and student 

engagement is high (YOPEY Befrienders, MENCAP & LOAF to name a few). Every student has the 

opportunity to undergo a work placement or virtual work experience programme. In Year 12 a 

structured enrichment programme provides opportunities including a ‘Dragon’s Den’ employability 

project, cookery classes, sport sessions and the Duke of Edinburgh programme. Leadership is 

promoted across the school community with Sports Leadership initiatives (including the Girl’s 

Activators programme and the Level 3 Sports Leaders qualification), Student Voice, and the Senior 

Student Team programme. Sixth Form students are encouraged to volunteer within the school 

community to further develop leadership whilst helping to inspire younger students. A peer 

mentoring programme has begun to allow Sixth Form subject specialist study groups.  

 

IMPACT 

Students from all starting points make strong progress and achieve highly as a result of the Vandyke 

curriculum, its excellent teaching and the school’s culture of support and high expectations. 

Progress 8 of +0.49 in 2019 illustrates progress well above national average with Sixth Form students 

building on this to record above average progress also.  

Strong care, guidance and support through the school’s house system and careers guidance allied to 

excellent exam outcomes lead to over 60% of Year 11 students joining the Sixth Form, 30% going on 

to college and 9% taking up apprenticeships with just 2 NEET students in 2021, both for medical 

reasons. 

The strong UCAS support and personalised guidance programme leads to approx. 70-75% of Year 13 

students moving onto university, some after a gap year, with 25-30% going onto employment or an 

apprenticeship.  Students gain places at a wide range of universities including onto highly 

competitive Oxbridge, Russell Group, medical, veterinary and music courses. A large range of BTEC 

students pursue the relevant vocational routes with a  significant proportion entering the nursing, 

education, police & fire services and sports related professions. 

 

 

 

 


