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 students move quickly  
between lessons, with just 
a few stragglers who are 
picked up by staff on duty 

 students are happy to    
answer questions on their 
learning 

 there were no behaviour 
incidents observed; one 
student was being spoken 
to – privately and calmly 
in the corridor outside one 
lesson - regarding follow-
ing instructions on the first 
request 

 students appeared to   
enjoy their learning 

 students follow safety 
guidelines for queuing for 
food at break and re-
spond politely to requests 
to wait 
 

Following her visit, Mrs 
Shapter Wheeler reported 
positively to the Governing 
Board about the safeguard-
ing measures and her           
discussions with Mr Carroll 
and Mrs Ruston. 

the use of CPOMS (the 
school’s on-line recording 
and reporting system for 
Safeguarding); she then 
accompanied Mrs Ruston 
on break duty and finished 
the morning with Mr Carroll 
ensuring all students were 
promptly in their lessons 
after the end of break. 
 
Her feedback from the 
learning walk was thorough 
and noted: 

 staff and students will  
continue to use the Covid 
19 precautionary ‘one 
way’ system to move 
around school, which 
allows quick flow of 
‘student traffic’   between 
lessons 

 students are used to      
‘do now’ tasks that they 
can start as they enter 
their lesson – some    
students have further to 
travel    between lessons 
and this ensures no 
learning time is wasted 

 the atmosphere was one 
of productive learning; it 
was calm and quiet 

Safeguarding is clearly a 
significant issue in all 
schools and governors take 
a particular interest in Safe-
guarding at Vandyke in 
terms of policy and practice. 
 
Mrs Shapter Wheeler has 
been newly appointed as 
Governor Link for Safe-
guarding and consequently 
arranged to visit Mr Carroll, 
Headteacher, and Mrs 
Ruston, Designated Safe-
guarding Lead, on her first 
visit to the school as a       
Community Governor and 
Safeguarding Governor. 
 
The visit began with a  
learning walk across the 
school, visiting all blocks; 
‘dropping-in’ to several    
lessons in periods 1 and 2; 
looking at the transition time 
between lessons and seeing 
how this is managed by 
teaching  staff. 
 
During period 2, Mrs            
Shapter Wheeler met with 
Mrs Ruston to discuss  
Safeguarding themes and 
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School Council 

Earlier in the term, all classes 
had used tutor time to       
discuss items they wished   
to raise in what are         
called “class meetings”; the 
topics had then been         
further discussed at House     
meetings, also attended by     

the Directors of House, to      
refine what students wished 
to take forward. 
 
Students were confident in 
explaining items ranging 
from expanding option 
choices, mobile phone 
apps for praise, a prayer 
room, a garden and an             
allotment to improve mental  

A further important facet of 
school life is Student Voice.   
One aspect of this is the  
system of class meetings 
that feed into House Council 
meetings and finally a half-
termly School Council with 
the Headteacher. 
 
Governor Mrs Howley visited 
the school to attend a recent 
School Council meeting.   
 
“80+ students from Year 9 to 
Year 11 presented a list of 
issues for discussion to the 
Headteacher in the theatre. 
The Headteacher led the 
meeting and all Directors of 
House attended. Students 
spoke fluently and confident-
ly in front of their peers.   

wellbeing, extending choice 
in PE lessons, improved     
Wi-Fi access, changing the 
length of lunchtime and      
improved catering facilities, 
to mention just some of 
these. 
 
Mr Carroll answered ques-
tions and discussion ensued 
on a number of topics.         
Several items were referred 
to a future meeting for further 
consideration. The meeting 
was an impressive example 
of Student Voice in action 
and was a great credit to          

students.”   

It should be said that  
the students all knew 
the procedure and were        
very disciplined, with   
no rushing or pushing.  
They filed onto the Astro 
pitch and assembled 
promptly in Houses and 
Tutor groups. Once    
assembled, they were 
checked off against the 
registers to ensure everyone 
was there. 
 
The school has trained 22 
Fire Wardens, whose job       
it is to ensure that the school 
buildings are completely 
evacuated. These wardens 
walk the corridors, checking 
rooms and toilets in their  
designated zone, before     
reporting in centrally to be 
ticked off the list confirming 
that the school buildings   
have been cleared. 

One aspect of keeping   
everybody safe in school 
are the emergency arrange-
ments. Mr Feinhols, the 
Health & Safety Link     
Governor, visited school 
early in the term to witness 
a fire drill. 
 
His report read: “I attended 
the fire drill today. There 
was a drill last week for 
Year 9s only, but today was 
the first all-school fire drill 
with the increased numbers 
now on roll. 
 
The alarms went off at 
2.30pm and students start-
ed arriving very quickly; 
everyone was on the Astro 
pitch within 7 minutes.  This 
is quite an achievement 
considering there are over 
1,430 students, plus staff,  
in the school. 

When it was confirmed that 
everyone had been account-
ed for, the students were        
released back into school in 
order of their position on the 
pitch.  Again this was done in 
a very orderly manner. 
 
I was very impressed by    
the behaviour of the          
students, who all took the 
drill seriously, and I am sure 
that in the event of an actual 
emergency the school is in        
a good position to evacuate  
efficiently and quickly.” 

Fire Drill 


