SUBJECT: MUSIC Curriculum Key Points 2021-2022
School Curriculum Intent
Young people leave Vandyke as confident and
socially responsible world ready citizens with the
skills, knowledge and courage to thrive.

Subject Curriculum Intent
What is the vision for the students in your subject? It
needs to link in some aspects to the school curriculum
intent.
Music students leave Vandyke with a competent ability in
composition, performance, technology and appraising,
alongside soft skills for a career within the music industry.

Subject Curriculum Implementation
Reference your 3-year team development plan
Students build upon a range of instrumental skills across the year groups, focusing on music theory, listening, composing, performing and
technology. These skills are incorporated in each unit in order to develop on them – this can be through independent and group projects in
class, key terminology and homework.
How you meet or exceed the National Curriculum in KS3 and KS4 and KS5.
Performing, composing, appraising and technology are aspects of every key stage. A musical futures approach is taken in KS3 to develop
students’ practical instrument ability through personal discovery. This is followed through into KS4 and KS5 with RSL exam board specific
units that improve upon students’ genre knowledge, appraising skills, key terminology, composing, recording and performing. The focus is on
the practical application of theoretical knowledge, which also feeds into detailed written coursework.
How you check students’ understanding and correct any misconceptions?
Misconceptions are corrected through practical application with teacher-student dialogue. This is reflected in the Google Classroom/Drive
feedback where students’ work is regularly monitored with detailed, personal feedback in written form for the student to develop.
How do you help students to place knowledge and skills into their long-term memory?
All skills and knowledge are interweaved across all units, so music-related skills such as performing, composing, listening and recording are
regularly applied in slightly different formats. In KS3, booklets are used at the beginning of each lesson to recap the previous lesson’s
learning. KS4 and KS5 have different units across the two-year programme, but music skills are embedded and therefore developed/
recapped in each one. Schemes of learning are carefully sequenced and build upon prior learning.
Wider opportunities beyond the classroom
The music department is open every day at break and lunch time for students to rehearse their instrumental performance and composing
skills with their peers. The school production is a large-scale event that encourages students to apply their knowledge in a real-world
performance setting.The music computer room is open every day at break and lunch for students to record their own songs.
Sixth Form attend a professional photo shoot to experience a music-industry related sector.
Guest speaker videos from members of the music industry are played to option classes at KS4 and KS5 to give them career-based
knowledge.
Subject Curriculum Impact
How do you evidence your impact – review student progress (assessment data), homework reviews, learning walks, student input
(feedback), review sequences and endpoints to see if they are correct?
KS3 progress is assessed through practical application in class, as well as recall of knowledge in their work booklets, which feeds into the
regular progress reports.
KS4 and KS5 have individual feedback sheets to monitor task and unit grades with written feedback from the teacher. These improvements
are ticked off by the student to show how they have closed the feedback loop in their work.
Assessment data informs both teachers of any gaps in students’ learning where we may have to focus the intervention on specific
knowledge or skills.
Homework is set regularly and checked by both members of the team. It is set digitally on Google Classroom, which makes it easy to
monitor in terms of student submission and effort. This also allows teachers to address misconceptions, as well as praise excellent work.
Schemes of learning are regularly adapted to ensure they cater to the needs of all students beginning the course and how they may make
progress towards the final end goal (completed coursework). Learning walks and team observations enable the department to show
consistency across all classes.
How well are groups doing in your subject?
Generally, the musical experience and ability of students beginning Vandyke is lower than expected, with many students at complete
beginner level. This in turn, impacts their overall musical knowledge, which may not completely correspond to the target they receive from
the KS2 data. By the time students are in Year 11, they have made excellent progress with many students achieving or exceeding their
target grade. KS5 learners in particular are very strong and have benefited from the experience and opportunities that our music department
provides them.
How are students prepared for their next stage of education, training or employment?
All of the units on the RSL Level 2 and Level 3 courses relate to music-industry specific skills and career paths. Students receive careerbased information that is subject specific, which helps them hone their future progression. Students learn a range of musical skills, as well
as softer skills (personal attributes) that would relate to many careers that are not necessarily within the music industry. Many of our
students go on to study music further at university level.

Cultural Capital and Careers input

Cross-curricular links

Links with cultural capital and careers through lesson activities/
content/visits/talks etc.
Cultural capital is at the heart of the subject. Students learn a range
of genres of music across all key stages, whether that is through
appraising, composing or performing.
Students receive virtual talks from industry professionals which help
them understand a range of different job roles with the music
sector.
There is an alumni board in the department, which celebrates the
success of past students and their further education destinations.

How is your subject contributing towards cross-curricular links?
The subject develops a range of skills such as communication,
leadership, resilience, teamwork, confidence and initiative, which
relates to many other subjects such as PE, Drama, English and
Geography.
Subject-specific skills such as technology e.g. recording, videomaking and general computer use ties in with Media, IT, Art and
Photography.
The written coursework allows students to apply their Englishbased skills such as VCOPS to ensure they write detailed
responses.

