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Term Topic/Unit of work Knowledge Skills Assessment 

 
Autumn 
Term 1 
 

Introduction to 
Media Studies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gaming - Tomb 
Raider: Anniversary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advertising- Score 
and Maybelline ‘That 
Boss Life’ 

Audience behaviour theories  
Semiotics 
Code and conventions  
Genre  
Industry regulations - newspapers, 
gaming, OFCOM. 
 
 
Tomb Raider Franchise 
Codes and Conventions of action 
adventure genre 
Gender in gaming industry  
Todorov and Propp narrative theories. 
Bell hooks, Laura Mulvey and Judith 
Butler gender theories.  
Post-colonialism  
 
Gender Theory (hooks, Mulvey, Butler) 
Cinematography - language and 
conventions of music video 
Semiotics  
Stuart Hall 
Post-colonialism 
VALS 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Analysis of media texts for visual 
codes and other meanings, linked 
through Genre, Codes and 
Conventions and how these can 
be changed or subverted 
Evaluate the effectiveness of 
regulatory bodies in Web 2.0. 
 
Understand ideas of post-colonial 
theory and apply these to Tomb 
Raider 
Evaluate and apply ideas of 
gender and audience reception  

 

 

 

 
Evaluation how gender and 
sexuality change over time.  
 
How products reflect the social and 
cultural context in which they are 
produced 

Assessment - In what ways 
are individuals, social groups 
and abstract concepts 
represented in the episode? 
(300 words at least). 
 
 
 
Who has been targeted for 
each of the clips you have 
watched? You must justify 
your choices. (300 words 
minimum). 
 
 
 
 

‘Media products reflect the 

political and social contexts 

in which they were made’. 

To what extent is this the 

case of the Score advert 

(1967) and the Maybelline 

advert That Boss Life 

(2017). 20 marks 

 
Autumn  
Term 2 

Gaming Part 2 
Metroid Prime 2 

Nintendo and EA games context Understand impact of gaming on 
behaviour and identity. 
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 Echoes and The 
Sims: Freeplay. 
 
 
 
 
Music Video - 
Common, Letter to 
the Free. 
Ghost Town 

Franchise exploration of Sims and 
Metroid - target audience, success, 
reception  
Postmodernism  
Gauntlett and Identity  
Hesmondhalgh and Cultural Industries.  
 
Gilroy and Black Atlantic Culture  
bell hooks 
Neville Staples - Ska’d for life. 
Mise en scene  
Letter to the Free - mass incarceration 
in USA 
Context of Common, def jam records, 
Artium record 

Evaluate shifts in gender 
representation and how this 
reflects in industry practice. 
 

 
 
 

Gilroy suggests that Black 

Atlantic Culture 

incorporates elements of 

different cultures and genres 

to make a political point 

about current issues. To 

what extent do you think 

Letter to the Free suits this 

assumption? 20 marks. 

Spring 
Term 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TV - D83 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Film – Blinded by 
the Light  

Germany, Berlin Wall and international 
relations  
international reception vs national 
Codes and conventions of spy genre 
Postmodernism 
Representation of gender in East and 
West Germany. 
Representation of politics, family, 
power. 
  
Independent Vs Mainstream film  
Film industry 
Marketing and audience. 
Synergy with online marketing and 
convergence.  
 

Understanding how the product 
reflects the social, historical and 
cultural context in which it is made.  
 
Evaluate the reception on a 
national and international level, 
and propose reasoning for 
differences.  
 
 
Understanding film industry 
structure and impact on the 
audience.  
 
Explore how publicity is 
constructed to target particular 
audiences. 
 
 
 

To what extent does 
Deutschland 83 reflect 
Channel 4’s core values. 
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Spring 
Term 2 
 

TV part 2 - Capital 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Radio – War of The 
Worlds 

BBC production and PSB remit 
Financial Crash - social and historical 
context. 
Contrasting representation of power, 
wealth, class, family. 
 
 
 
 
 
Current radio trends and audience 
behaviour  
Moral panics  
Historical context of 1930s  
Audience Reception  

Understanding how the product 
reflects the social, historical and 
cultural context in which it is made.  
 
Evaluate the reception on a 
national and international level, 
and propose reasoning for 
differences.  
 
 
Understand the role of radio in the 
contemporary media landscape. 
 
Explore the behaviour and 
reactions of the audience after the 
broadcast of War of the Worlds. 
 

‘Television dramas reflect 

the social and cultural 

contexts of their 

production’. To what 

extent does an analysis of 

your television Close 

Study Products support 

this view? 

To what extent has the BBC 

produced radio content that 

both appeals to young 

people and fulfils their remit 

as a PSB? (20 marks). 

 
 

 
Summer 
Term 1 
 

NEA Select a brief from the booklet assigned 
by the exam board. 
 
Plan products in line with the 
expectations of the brief.  

Creative task for a specific 
audience. 

Coursework 

 
Summer  
Term 2 
 

NEA Select a brief from the booklet assigned 
by the exam board. 
 
Plan products in line with the 
expectations of the brief.  

Creative task for a specific 
audience. 

Coursework 

     

 


