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MEDIA STUDIES - GCSE YEAR 11 

Term Topic/Unit of work Knowledge Skills Assessment 

 
Autumn 
Term 1 
 

NEA 
 
 
GAMING - LARA 
CROFT, GO 

Plan and create a response to a brief 
assigned by the exam board. 
 
PEGI 
Rise of App games  
Tomb Raider franchise 
Development of Lara Croft’s character 
and her reception according to time. 
Male Gaze (Mulvey), Gender 
Performativity (Butler) 
Audience needs and gaming effect on 
behaviour  
Freemium industry model  
 

Design and create for a target 
audience. 
 
Play and disseminate how a video 
game constructs narrative, 
character and representations. 
 
Compare how two games differ in 
their representations of women 
and place. 

Out of 60, how well do the 
media products cater to 
the needs of a designated 
audience. 
 
‘Audience behaviours are 
shaped by the media they 
consume’. To what extent 
do you agree? 

 
Autumn  
Term 2 
 

GAMING - KIM K: 
HOLLYWOOD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWSPAPERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOCK EXAM 

Consolidate gender theory: Male Gaze 
(Mulvey), Gender Performativity (Butler) 
Capitalism and materialism 
Postmodernism and version of reality   
Propp/Todorov 
Ideologies and metanarrative  
Moral panics  
Barthes - signs and symbols  
 
Political context and influence on Media  
Tabloid, mid-market tabloid and 
broadsheet conventions  
The Daily Mirror and The Times 
(product provided by exam board) 
Target audience and positioning  

Deconstruct signs and symbols 
(Barthes) 
Apply theory to game play. 
Understand difference between 
traditional (linear) media products 
and interactive (non-linear) media 
products. 
 
 
Determine political bias in an 
article and front page. 
Spot the differences between a left 
wing and right wing paper. Design, 
layout, content and images. 

Audience behaviours. 
‘Some theorists argue that 
video games influence 
audience behaviours’. To 
what extent do you agree 
with this? (20 marks) 

 
Spring 

MAGAZINE 
 

The magazine industry and its 
circulation. 

Deconstruct covers and 
understand how content and layout 

‘Magazine front pages 
represent a version of the 
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Term 1 
 

NEA  Understand how magazines reflect 
British culture. Representation and 
misrepresentation.  

can reflect British culture and 
gossip culture. 
 

nation to attract different 
audiences’ To what extent 
is this the case when 
studying Reveal and 
Tatler magazine? 

 
Spring 
Term 2 
 

REVISION    

 
Summer 
Term 1 
 

    

 
Summer  
Term 2 
 

    

 


