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Year 9 Trip to  

University of Bedfordshire  

Climate Summit 2022  
 
On the 26th January, a group of thirteen Year 9   
students, as well as Miss Smith and Mr Bowes,             
travelled to the University of Bedfordshire (Bedford) 
to attend a climate conference. The summit con-
tained several different events and lasted the better 
part of a school day. This was the first trip for the 
Eco, STEM and Model UN clubs, and was a brilliant 
way for us to apply the skills that we had been          
learning in our extra-curricular clubs. Not only was 
this an amazing learning experience, it gave us a 
chance to experience lessons in a university style! 
 
This summit was a wonderful show of environmental 
key points, and was a fascinating display of the feats 
of Science, Geography and Engineering that are           
revolutionising the rate of climate change around us. 
 
The event that took place was Bedfordshire Univer-
sityôs first KS3 Climate Change Conference and was 
fantastic! We were able to listen to a few climate  
experts in the lecture theatre, and we even got to 
ask some questions to a panel of experts!  
 
The day started with a speech from Dr David            
Jasarni, who gave us an insight into sustainable 
energies and problems they may face as well         
as the positive impacts they would have on the                                 
environment if they became mass use. This was 
then followed by a workshop that focused on the 
causes and effects of the polar ice caps melting, 
from a teacher at Herts University. After this, we 
headed back to the theatre where we were intro-
duced to Serena Bashal, who was an ambassador 
for a sustainable energy company called SSE. She 
told us about her job and ways young people can          

become involved in climate change movements.  
 
The penultimate activity of the day was a wonderful 
collection of displays from different companies,           
including how they manage their impact on the                
planet.  
 
To finish the day, a panel was arranged consisting of 
people whose job is to manage and limit the harm 
that their company do to the environment and was a 
chance for a small Q&A to finish.  
 
Before we left, we had to return completed climate 
quizzes to the organisers, a few were drawn to get 
some chocolate, and one of these winners was Evie 
Olson - Vandyke!   
 
Some statistics from the day:  

 

1. The UK is 14% reliant on wind energy.  
2. As of 26/01/22, already 2.5 million tonnes of CO2 
had been released into the atmosphere this year, 
not even 1 month! 

3. 682 thousand tonnes of toxic chemicals have 
been released into the environment this year           
already! (as of 26/01/22). 

 
To see more on global temperature increase visit 
www.showyourstripes.info (University of Reading). 
 

 Stanley Redfern,  
Evie Olson & Jack Geary 

Year 9 students 

Year 9  

Art & Design Club  
 
Well done to our Year 9 after school Art Club Attendees                  
who produced this fantastic collaborative portrait of the artist          
Michael-Jean Basquiat, an American artist who rose to                        
success during the 1980s for his neo-expressionist artwork.  
 
Students looked at a series of his work in lessons and produced 
studies around their favourite icons and celebrities. Attendees of 
the Art Club were able to extend their learning in lessons to           
produce this study. 
 
Please feel free to follow us on Instagram @vandykeartdept where 
we share more of our studentsô work.  
 

Miss Lewis 
Art Department 

  

http://www.showyourstripes.info


Monday 7th February Year 11 Exam week Monday 21st February Year 13 Exam week 

Wednesday 9th February 
Year 9 Subject consultation          
4-7.30pm (online only) 

Friday 25th February Year 9 Options deadline 

Thursday 10th February 
Year 9 Subject consultation                          
4-7.30pm (online only) 

Monday 28th February Vandyke Voice published 

Monday 14th February HALF TERM Monday 14th March Vandyke Voice published 

Year 10 into semi -finals  

of the County Cup  

A brilliant win for the Year 10 football team who fought their 
way into the semi-finals of the County Cup with a 1-0 win 
over Redborne.  The teams were very evenly matched, but 
Vandyke broke on the counter attack with an excellent           
run by Leo McQuillan, who set up Ben Eggleton for a tidy                   
finish.  
 
We wait to find out who we get drawn against in the Last 4. 

 

Mr Gerrard 

 
 

Inter House/District Cross Country  
 

Congratulations to everyone who completed our 3km cross 
country running challenge over the past 2 weeks.  We                   
had some truly fantastic times across all year groups. It    
was wonderful to see that nearly everyone covered the                      
3000 metres in the time limit. Our fastest student was          
Year 11 Kyle Cutler! 

Our elite athletes have now also had 
the chance to compete at the District 
competition, this year held in a very 
muddy Heath and Reach. We have had 
14 students qualify for the County finals 
that take place at Ampthill on 9th             
February. Good luck to all involved.  
 
Subsequent to this, the PE team have been asked if we 
could have an after-school running club.  We think this is a 
great idea and we will investigate what we can do next term. 

 
 

Mr Turney 
 

Vandyke crowned Bedfordshire  

Table Tennis Champions  
 
Lacey Werrell, Katie Brooker, Rosie Haines and Emily 
Foster competed at the Bedfordshire schoolsô Table  
Tennis championships in January, where they played a        
series of games against Chiltern School.  

 
The Year 9 and 10          
students won the series    
5-3 to claim the title of           
Bedfordshire Champions.  
 
A huge well done to the 
students on a great 
achievement. 
 

Miss Preston 1. Turing (150 points) 
2. Zephaniah (134 points) 

3. Seacole (123 points) 
4. Simmonds (123 points) 

Fine Artist of the Fortnight  
Cooper Standley-Young,  

Year 11 
 

Well done to Cooper who has created an excellent urban art                  
inspired mixed media study.  Cooper produced the drawing as part of  
his art mock exam and then continued working with our Art technician, 
Mrs Foxley, to create a screen-printed brick wall background.   

 

This is a great example of how, at the GCSE level, Art students can take 
ownership of their projects and communicate with staff on their ideas. 

 

Miss Lewis 

Art Department 

PE Extracurricular Timetable  
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

 After 

School 

Sports Leaders Y9 

    - AGN/CJS  

 

Sports Leaders Y10 

    - MME 

 

Y10/11 

Trampolining 

   - TWH/LPN 

Netball 

   - MPN/CCR/AGN 

 

Rugby 

   -TWH 

Vandyke Active 

   - LPN/RSW/LTY 

 

All Year Basketball 

   - MME/MCY 

 

A Level PE Revision 

   - MPN/CJS 

Y9 Trampolining 

   - CJS/AGN/AGD 

 

Badminton 

     - LBR/CCR 

 

Table Tennis 

   - LBR/CCR 

GCSE Revision 

   - MPN/LPN 

 

Sports Science 

catch up 

     - MCY/TWH 

 

 


