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Outstanding Exam Results 
Students have returned to school in good spirit and 
looking smart in their school uniform.  We welcomed 
Years 9-11 back to lessons on Wednesday while 
Year 12 and Year 13 had their own tailored          
programme ahead of timetabled lessons beginning 
this week. 
 
Vandyke has become the school of choice for many 
families in the town and surrounding area.  We have 
welcomed 320 new Year 9 students but sadly had  
to turn away applications for places from many 
more. To accommodate the growing demand we 
have agreed to expand and have worked up an    
exciting plan for school expansion, fully funded      
by Central Beds Council. It will provide brand new   
science labs and new classrooms, a new Sixth  
Form centre, additional sports facilities and          
enhanced social space for students at break and 
lunch-time. The way the work has been planned  
and its phasing will reduce any disruption to staff 
and students and users of the school site to a            
minimum.  I will be writing to all parents shortly with 
further information about this project. 
 
We were delighted with the exam results in the   
summer.  Results at both GCSE and A Level were 
outstanding. Students achieved highly and made 
terrific progress from all starting points.  Results are 
well above national average and value-added 
measures in the top 20% nationally. This is           
obviously very pleasing because students worked 
hard and deserve their success.  Students are very 
well taught, are supported well and have a vast   
array of opportunities so when those factors come 
together successful outcomes should follow and 
they really have once again this year. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key headlines at A Level: 

 

 Increase in A*-B pass-rate up to 46% of all entries 
 Maintaining 99% overall pass-rate (A*-E) 
 Average points per entry increased to 33.9 
 Value-added measure – top 20% nationally 
 More than three quarters of subjects met or      

exceeded target grade 
 
Key headlines at GCSE: 

 

 Attainment 8 increased to 50.34 (2018: 49.2) 
 %9-5 in English and maths increased to 52% from 

45% in 2018 
 %9-4 in English and maths increased to 72% from 

68% in 2018 
 EBacc is again very strong with 32% of students 

achieving the EBacc threshold (national average: 
22% in 2018) 

 English, maths and science results were all strong 
with exceptional English results eg 41% achieved 
9-7 (ie old measure of A/A*)  

 Media Studies, German, Geography and Compu-
ting results also stand out 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Exam results really matter and help students onto 
their next step. Many A Level students are now   
going off to university or taking up an apprenticeship 
or employment. The majority of GCSE students are 
joining the outstanding Vandyke Sixth Form while 
some will go on to college or take up an apprentice-
ship. 
 
Many students in Year 10 sat a first GCSE in     
English Language or English Literature, a whole 
year ahead of their peers.  They performed remarka-
bly well and their English teachers feel proud of 
these achievements and are looking forward to   
further progress with that experience behind them in 
Year 11. 
 
School is of course about much more than exams 
though. Last year saw 150 students engaged in    
the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme, our Year 10 
boys’ futsal team become national (national!)        
champions, our school production of Grease was    
a smash hit and so many students got involved       
in lots of extra-curricular activities.  I look forward      
to students getting involved again this year and      
benefitting from a vast range of wonderful activities 
offering great opportunities. 
 
We have new staff joining the school this term:  Mr 
Moffat (Psychology), Mr Posner (English), Miss  
Podmore (History), Miss Jennings (PE), Mrs Hall 
(English), Mrs Smith (Maths), Miss Mileham 
(Science), Mrs Douglas (Science), Miss Lewis (Art) 
and Mrs Facey (Business studies).  Mr Bodo has 
returned from teaching in Spain and rejoins the   
history team. Mrs Verrier manages the medical 
room, Mrs Coad, Mrs Watson, Mrs Linney and Mrs 
Martin are teaching assistants, Mr Murray is DT 
technician and Mr Hawkins our PE apprentice.  We 
have recruited an additional member of staff to   
support each year group so Mrs Bailey and Mrs 
Bates join us and Mrs Samet swaps role from our 
Attendance Officer to one of our new support roles.  
We are pleased to welcome all new colleagues. 
 
Mrs Green takes up her new Assistant Headteacher 
post and Ms Peplow is now Head of English.  Mrs 
Dalton is acting Head of Business Studies and Miss 
Pearson acting Head of Life Skills as Mrs Tuohy and 
Miss Symington are on maternity leave. 
 
We are looking forward to the year ahead and to 
working with you as always in the interests of all of 
our students. 

 
 

Mr Carroll 



SIXTH FORM WORK EXPERIENCE  

‘A HUGE SUCCESS’ 
 
Last term the new Year 13 students completed a work     
experience week in a variety of sectors ranging from local 
schools, businesses and care homes to city banks and law 
firms. The importance of such experiences should not be 
underestimated and feedback from both students and     
employers suggests the scheme was a huge success. 
 
Students are responsible in the main for identifying and  
securing their own placements. Developing employability 
skills starts with students learning how to research,       
communicate and network with prospective employers and 
organisations. Although we support those who are strug-
gling to find a placement, our aim is to encourage students 
to be proactive and take responsibility for themselves. This 
serves to develop initiative, organisation, communication 
and perseverance, all important qualities in the world of 
work. 
 
Many of the references provided by employers have been 
hugely complimentary. For example, I was able to attend    

a presentation given by Callum Short,   
Anthony Ring and Jack Harvey at 
IKEA in Milton Keynes, reflecting on their 
experiences at the store. The quality of 
their presentations and their insights into 
the business, given to a room of forty 
senior managers, were simply fantastic.  
I felt such a strong sense of pride as  
senior managers confessed to be “amazed by the           
eloquence, confidence and intelligence displayed by 
the students at such a young age” .   
 
The prize for the most exotic, ‘long haul’ placements must 
surely go to Patrick Curran who spent a week in the United 
States at a Robotics Company and Pele Greenall who 
worked in Amsterdam at an International Recruitment  
Agency. 
 
All the students gained a huge amount from the experience. 
A huge thank-you must go to Mrs Webb who co-ordinated 
the week and to all those local, national and international 
companies and businesses who supported our students.  

 

Mr Downey 
Director of Sixth Form 

International Success for  

Year 13 Biologists 
 
In June, 12 A Level Biology 
students took part in         
the prestigious Intermediate 
Biology Olympiad 2019, run 
by the Royal Society of   
Biology.  
 
The Intermediate Biology 
Olympiad tests students’  

biology knowledge and encourages them to continue study-
ing the biosciences beyond school. 8282 students from 466 
schools worldwide took part.  I am thrilled to announce that 
Callum Betley achieved Highly Commended and Dylan 
Blower and Nicole Camacho achieved a Commended 
Award.  Very Well Done!   

 
Mrs Davies and Mr Chantrell 

 

 

A Classy send off for the  

‘Class of 2019’ 
 
The Vandyke Sixth Form Summer Ball was once again a 
huge success. Held at the beautiful Horwood House, Year 
13 students and staff enjoyed a wonderful evening that   
provided a fitting send off to a special group of young       
people. Following drinks, a delicious three-course meal and 
photographs, the evening reached its climax, as students 
and staff danced the night away to the tunes of top interac-
tive DJ Ray Steel.  
 
“It was a fantastic evening,” said Director of Sixth Form  

Mr Downey. “Huge praise must go to Mrs Webb who 
helped organise an evening that I feel certain the      
students will remember with great affection for many 
years to come. The atmosphere was electric and the 
togetherness of the staff and this amazing group of  
students was palpable to all who were present. It      
was lovely to receive such positive feedback from the 
staff at Horwood House who were impressed with      
our students’ maturity, good manners and excellent       
conduct. On nights like this, you feel a real sense of 
pride in the young people they have become, ready to 
take their place in the world. We will miss them all 
hugely and wish them every success and happiness in 
the future.” 



Science Evening 
The Vandyke Science Department hosted their annual    
science presentation evening on Monday 15th July. This 
event original started out in 2015 by the A Level Biology 
team to display and communicate their findings on an eco-
logical research task. Over the years this event has grown 
to also include detailed work from students studying A Level 
Chemistry and Physics.  This year our Sixth Form students 
continued to provide an outstanding display of research with 
topics including: ‘The use of bioluminescence in science’, 
‘The material structure and uses of carbon nanotubes in 
industry’, ‘The study of women in clinical trials’, 'The chemis-
try behind the production of Aspirin’ and ‘The potential link 
of diverse microorganisms in the gut and mental health’. 
 
For the first time, Sixth Form students were also joined by a 
celebration of work from lower school students with fantastic 
examples from Year 10, Year 11 and the Year 9 afterschool 

science class. Work dis-
played covered a vast 
variety of scientific areas 
but included projects 
investigating: 'The types 
of nutrients in food', 
'Testing the strength of 
materials', 'Calculating 
the resistance of a wire' 
and 'I-V characteristics of a filament bulb'. 
 
It was great to see so many guests there on the night and 
hearing the discussions being had with students over the 
rich variety of science on display. The science department 
wish to extend their thanks to all students who presented 
work on the night and to all those guests who attended over 
the course of the evening. 

Mrs Davies 

Thursday 12th September Year 10 English and Maths Evening 

Thursday 19th September Year 12 Evening 

Monday 23rd September Vandyke Voice published 

Thursday 3rd October OPEN EVENING 6.00-9.00pm 

Monday 7th October Vandyke Voice published 

7th - 11th October OPEN MORNINGS 

Thursday 10th October 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening 
4.00-7.30pm 

14th - 18th October OPEN MORNINGS 

Proud Sponsors of Vandyke   

              Football Team 
For an exclusive £500 discount,      
produce your copy of the Vandyke 
Voice during your free market        
appraisal. 

Marcus Feinhols        T:01525 261100 
E:enquiries@finehomesproperty.co.uk  

Sports Festivals 2019 
In the Sport Festivals last term students threw themselves 

into competition producing some brilliant per-
formances in a host of sports and activities. 
From dodgeball and dance to football, netball, 
rounders and athletics students dressed in 
their tutor group colours set about winning the 
trophy for their team. It was to be very close 

in the final points totals for both the Year 10 and Year 11 
competition. In Year 10 Mr Conway and Mrs Sizeland’s form 
groups came out on top and in Year 11 it was Miss Pearson 
and Mr Turney's groups who stormed to victory!  
 

An excellent day was had by all, with everybody taking an 
active role, working together and giving their best efforts. 
The PE team are already looking forward to doing it again 
next year!  

Rugby Success for Rhys Betley 
Well done to Rhys Betley (Year 11) who was 
awarded this wonderful trophy. Rhys received the 
under 15 'Most Improved Player' at the Junior 
awards evening for Leighton Buzzard Rugby Foot-
ball Club.  Rhys has had a great rugby season for 
school and club. A very worthy winner! 

 

Georgie Issott to represent  

        Great Britain 
Year 11 student Georgie Issott has kept up 
her elite level of performance in tumbling and 
we are pleased to report that she has been 
selected to represent Great Britain. This is an 
amazing accolade which she has acquired 

through continued practice, hard work and perseverance. 
Georgie spends countless hours honing her skills and     
this selection is testament to her true dedication and com-
mitment. She will be competing in Tokyo, Japan between     

5th-8th December. Congratulations and good luck Georgie! 
 

2019 Sports Awards 

In the final assembly of the year our Sports Awards winners 
were selected by PE staff for their excellent extra-curricular 
contribution to a range of different sports and activities over 
the year. All received a medal and certificate to reward the 
positive contribution they have all made. Well done         
everybody! 

 

Mr Turney 
Team Leader of PE 


