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Christmas in Germany!  

For an hour or so on Wednesday 19th December, 
the Vandyke School theatre became a little part of 
Germany. With traditional decorations, the aromas 
of scented candles, speciality foods and the singing 
of carols, it was almost like being at a Christmas 
market!  
 
The students enthusiastically joined in the carol 
singing with old favourites, O Tannenbaum and 
Stille Nacht Heilige Nacht. A presentation on how 

Christmas is celebrated in Germany was followed 
by an opportunity for the students to sample some 
German specialities such as Stollen (fruit bread 
stuffed with marzipan), Lebkuchen (gingerbread 
covered in chocolate and Spekulatius (biscuits 
spiced with cinnamon and nutmeg).  A quiz on their 
knowledge of the language and culture of the festive 
time in Germany completed the studentsô brief taste 
of Germany.  
 
It is important that students gain an insight into   
other cultures and to see the differences and many 

similarities of Christmas in Germany and 
we are very grateful to Frau Elding and 
Frau Brown for their time and effort in 
preparing such an enjoyable experience 
for Year 9 German students. 

 

Mr Phillips 
Deputy Headteacher 

Student  Voice  Christmas Visits  
Student Voice representatives from Year 9 and     
10 took part in visits to a care home, a sheltered 
housing development and to the Leighton Linslade 
Homeless Service.   
 
In regular student voice meetings we came up with 
the campaign óDonôt walk on by!ô which included 
ideas such as collecting for a toothpaste tower, 
shower gel/shampoo mountain and gathering     
willingly donated items, which once collected      
together, reached a new level of support within  
Vandyke.  In addition, through the school production 
óGreaseô and donations of loose change throughout 
the school, we managed to raise a further Ã350 for 
the local community. 
 
On 19th December, a group of students took part in 

delivering hampers of collected essentials to the 
óBlack Horseô for their homeless support service.  
Here they store the collected items and allocate 
them where needed.  A proportion of donations is 
also used for the homeless sleep shelters that occur 
within the churches of Leighton Buzzard around 
Christmas where locals who are rough living are 
able to go for access to a hot dinner and breakfast 
and somewhere safer to stay the night.  The cause 
is relocated to different churches around the area 
over the winter months where volunteers help out.   
 
Following this we went to visit senior citizens at  
Laburnum Court and Swiss Cottage. We gave a  
traditional Christmas flower of pointsettia and a 
goody bag of chocolates to each person, sang 
Christmas carols and wished them all a Merry 
Christmas.  

 
We really enjoyed helping the 
community and spending time 
listening to the  stories others 
had to share. 
 

 

Annual Survey  
Each year we ask students, parents/carers, support 
staff and teachers what they think about our 
school:  what we are doing well, what we could   
improve, and any ideas for the future of the 
school.  The survey is important, because these 
views help us develop our future strategy.  All     
responses are anonymous and those responding 
cannot be identified from the information provided. 
Results of the survey will be published on our     
website and in Vandyke Voice. 
  
We are asking all parents and carers to take part    
in the survey by completing and returning the          
online questionnaire by Friday 25th January 
2019.  The survey is easy to access and takes only 
a few minutes to complete.  To do this, please log 
on to the survey by typing the link below into your 

internet task bar: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/79PKFLC 
  

Should you have any queries, please contact     
Barbara Britton on brittonb@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk 
or 01525-636700.  A hard copy of the survey is 
available from the school if you do not have internet 
access. 
  
Ofsted places great importance on parentsô and         
carersô opinions of the school and I would also    
encourage all parents/carers to go to the Ofsted 
website ñParent Viewò and complete their             
survey.  The link for this is:  
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
  
Thank you for your help. 

 

Mr Carroll 

Student Voice  
representatives 
Millie Barber,  

Maddie Halliwell  
& Poppy Taylor  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/79PKFLC
mailto:brittonb@vandyke.cbeds.co.uk
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk


Thursday 24th January 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening 
4.00 - 7.30pm 

Thursday 31st January Year 9 Options Evening 

Monday 4th February 
Vandyke Voice published 
Year 11 Pixl Mocks 

Thursday 7th February Year 9 Subject Consultation 4.00 - 7.30pm 

Friday 10th February Year 10 John Muir Geography Trip 

Monday 11th February Half Term 

Proud Sponsors of Vandyke   

              Football Team  
For an exclusive Ã500 discount, produce 
your copy of the Vandyke Voice during 
your free market appraisal. 
 

Marcus Feinhols 
T:01525 261100 
E:enquiries@finehomesproperty.co.uk  

Gracie Trotter, Scottish  National 

Swimming Championships  
Year 11 student, Gracie Trotter, has just competed in the 
Scottish National Swimming championships which were 
held at the Royal Commonwealth Pool in Edinburgh. 
 
Gracie competed in a variety of events after qualifying 
through various local and regional competitions. Currently 
Gracie is spending over 20 hours a week in the pool to help 
her to reach the top. Her dedication and commitment         

to her goal is extraordinary  
and her efforts are being     
rewarded by being able to  
compete at National level.   
 
In all events (100 and 200   
butterfly/400 Individual medley) 
she smashed her personal  
best times and a great future 
awaits!  
 
Congratulations Gracie. We  
are all very proud of your 
achievements!  

Chloe Langdale,  

England Rugby Call Up!  
Year 11 student, Chloe Langdale, currently plays for      
Saracens Rugby Club and through her considerable efforts 
and skill was selected to attend an Under 18 England     
international trial. The trial took place in Stratford Upon 
Avon at the Home Guard Club. Chloe is currently playing   
at under 16 age and she was the youngest to trial.  She      
produced a fantastic performance on the day and subse-
quently was selected for the next training camps. She will 

now attend this further training 
with the aim of being selected  
for the upcoming international 
matches against Scotland 
(February) and Wales (March). 
 
Congratulations Chloe. This is a 
wonderful achievement. We are 
all very proud of your efforts. 
Good luck for the training  
camps! 
  

Mr Turney 
Team Leader of PE 

Connie Byrne Dances in Taiwan  
In December 2018 Vandyke student, Connie Byrne (Year 
13) visited Taiwan for 2 weeks to perform with Michael   
Flatleyôs Lord of the Dance.  Here is what she said of her 
brilliant adventure; 
 
We performed in three different cities. We started in Taipei, 

which is Taiwanôs main city where we performed at the   

National Taiwan Sport University Stadium. Here we did  

four shows and the feeling of that first performance is     

unbelievable. When you hear the crowd of people for the 

first time, cheering, clapping and whooping it gives you 

goose bumps. Then when you hear the music and it all 

seems real, the tears are inevitable.  After that first show, I 

felt so happy; my dream of performing with Lord of the 

Dance came true. Then we moved onto the next city of 

Kaohsiung where we performed at the Kaohsiung Arena to 

15,000 people.  It was an amazing experience to perform   

in front of that many people and          

atmosphere was incredible. Finally, we 

performed at the Taichung Fulfilment 

Amphitheatre in Taichung, which was 

my personal favourite, because it was a 

rare opportunity to perform in an amphi-

theatre, especially to a sell-out audience 

of 10,000. 

This experience also taught me what happens backstage 

which as an audience we do not realise; the dancers doing 

9 hours a day rehearsal to be perfect for the shows; the 

amount of hours costume department puts into cleaning 

and altering the costumes and how quickly they have to 

dress the dancers between dances. Not to mention the 

staging team who spend hours building the set and taking it 

down to move onto the next city and finally, the work of the 

managers and producers of the show. 

My experience was a dream 

come true because at 17 years 

of age I got to achieve my life-

long dream and perform with 

Michael Flatleyôs Lord of the 

Dance, which is an experience 

I will  never forget. 

 

Connie Byrne 
Year 13 student 

Chloe pictured with England 
International, Owen Farrell. 


